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Involving Youth in Planning:
The Progressive Challenge

By Ann Forsyth

How can children and youth have a voice in
planning? What are the responsibilities of
planners to incorporate children and youth in
their activities? This issue of Planners
Network features a number of articles about
these issues of democracy, participation, plan-
ning, and youth.

In the past decades the process of planning
has become more broadly participatory.
Whether from a commitment to democratic
involvement, due to legal mandates for partic-
ipation, or as a strategy to neutralize opposi-
tion and create constituencies for implemen-
tation, planners now include significant pub-
lic input in many of their activities. Vigorous
debate about how to incorporate and
empower people who are socially and eco-
nomically disadvantaged has been a hallmark
of progressive planning, as has an increasing
concern with recognizing different cultural
backgrounds. These populations may still be

often on the margins of planning, but they are
increasingly recognized as important con-
stituencies and collaborators in planning. On
the environmental side, and particularly in the
area of sustainability, attention is being
focused on future generations, the regional
population, and even the land itself.

This move to incorporate more voices has its
limits. There are real constraints on participa-
tion for non-citizens, for example, something
that is of great concern in areas with many
immigrants and temporary workers. Children
and youth also fall into this category and are
excluded on multiple levels. They are not able
to vote. They rarely own property. They are
perceived as incapable of participation. They
are considered adequately represented by
adults. Children and youth may be acknowl-
edged in analysis, but they are not seen as a
core constituency for participation and par-
ticipation is not tailored toward (Cont. on page 5]
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The Seventh Generation

I our every defiberation, we must consider the impact of our decisions on the next seven generations.

The Origins and History of PN

by Chester Hartman

In 1970, I moved from the East coast

(Cambridge) to the West coast  (San

Francisco). While it was, for me, a very satisfy-
ing change of venue, as a lifelong Lasterner

(seventeen years in the Bronx, followed by
seventeen years in the Boston are), out there
I increasingly felt somewhat removed from
things, in particular from my plnning col
leagues. At the time, 1 was on the stalt of the

National Housing Law Project (then part of

the Univ. of California Berkeley Law School,
later to go independent), dealing with a ringe
of housing justice issucs. So in 1974 1 contact-
ed about three dozen planner fricnds to raise
the idea of some kind of communications net-
work among progressive planners. In the nine-
teen sixties, we had Planners for Lqual
Opportunity (PEO), the rewarding and cffec-
tive collection of such folks that Walter Thabit,
one of the original advocate planners working
in the Cooper Square neighborhood of New
York, put together. PEO had significant posi-
tive impact on the planning profession and
programs such as urban renewal and public
housing, raising in particular issues of race
and class justice. But as the sixties faded into
the seventics, PEQ faded.

The response T got was positive, So 1 applied
for a small grant to “Ping” Ferry and Carol
Bernstein, those wonderful funders of social
change groups and got one of their famous
responses: a check (82500 — more would
come later) with an encouraging note on the
stub — no hassle, no waiting. In August 1975,
I'sent out the first mailing, as ¥ recall to about
300 persons — names provided by the friends
I first queried, plus some names from Walter's
list. And that is ow it all began.

I had occasional local help with mailings and
maintaining the mailing list. But it was cssen-
tially a one-man operation, taking up maybe
$ix to eight hours a month - most of it labo-
riously typing the various submissions people
sent in. The bimonthly newsletter icone on page i)

- From the Great Law of the lroquois Confederacy

The Future of PN

by Tom Angotti

I agree with Chester Hartman that Planners
Network's development in recent years has
been healthy, PN is increasingly recognized as
iprogressive voice in phinning, The newsletr
ter has evolved into @ magazine with lots of
contributions thit chaflenge the staid and
push the boumndarics of professional practice,
W Tuve aneactive editorial oard s stadent
assistints. (Hppily, Anne Forsyth hies stepped
i as Coliditor while 1'm owl of the country
antil August, 2002 Fhe PN conforinees are
always exciting becanse they engage: commu-
nitics and go beyond a talking heads format,
PN's new web site is upand ranning. We are
starting 1o have a consistent presence at pro-
fessional conferences. The New York ity and
Toronto chapters are busily waorking with
other progressive orgmizitions plinning
schools on focal initiatives, N has developed
ties 1o like-minded Brazitian and Argentine
planners, and Rachel Bland is working on a
chapter in Burope.

While the center of PN moved 1o Pratt
Institute in Brooklyn, the seoret 1o our success
has been the lcadership coming from an
increasingly active Steering Commitiee, This
wasn't always the case, and it s tiken some
time to establish the principle that our gov-
erning body is more than honoviic. Our
growth is also attributable (0 pencrows sup-
port from many conference funders, in partic
ular the Fannie Mae Foundation.

But PN has reached a crossroads. It's not sus-
tainable as currently constituted, Qur greatest
asset is the incredible volunteer labor that
keeps us going, but that is also our deficit. To
make any more progress, we need o have
paid staff.

I think PN's political voice is still weak. We
need to be more consistent when we engage
and confront the professional organizations.
We need to strengthen ties with other pro-
gressive organizations on national fCom. on page )
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resources and developing the envicopment to

: efiminate the great inequalities of wealth and
‘powaer in our sociely, rather than to maintain and
jusiify the stalus quo. We are commited 1o .

“opposing racial, economic, and ‘environmenta
m;ustlce and discrimination by gender and sex-

" ual orientation. We believe that planning should
. be used to assure adequate food, clothing,
. -housing, medical care, johs, safe working condi-
.. tions, and a heatthful environment. We advocate
“public responsibility for meeting these needs,

. because the private market has proven inca-
pable of doing so.
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Hartman (cont. from page 21 was largely a com-
pendium of items “members” wanted others
to know about — their work, problems, read-
ings, etc. All costs — basically, printing and
mailing — were covered by voluntary contri-
butions by those receiving the newsletter. And
we kept growing as more and more people
learned about PN or were referred to us by
‘members.” I use that word in quotes because
for the first few years there was nothing
resembling an organization, just the newslet-
ter, the sense of community it provided and in
localities such as Boston, New York, SE LA and
Chicago, where there were concentrations of
PNers, occasional local activities, such as
forums, films, speakers, social events, technical
assistance. We also published an occasional
roster with short bio sketches, facilitating one-
on-one contacts,

The first move toward making PN an organi-
zaton was the 1979 Cornell conference on
progressive planning, the papers for which
were published as Urban and Regional
Planning in an Age of Austerity, cdited by
Pierre Clavel, John Forester and William
Goldsmith (Pergamon, 1980) — still a useful
and relevant collection. Then, in 1981, came
PN’s first national conference, at the 4-H
Center outside Washington, DC, attended by
about 150 people.There we adopted a formal
Statement of Principles, intended not as a
blood oath but as an understanding of general
political agreement among the membership.
We set up several working groups, one of
which resulted in Critical Perspectives on

Housing (Temple Univ. Press, 1986), the pro-
gressive housing reader | co-edited with PNers
Rachel Bratt and Ann Meyerson

In 1995, a few years after 1 relocated from San
Francisco to DC (where 1 finally brought in
some part-time paid assistance), I turned the
whole operation over to Tom Angotti and col-
leagues at Pratt. It was a very healthy develop-
ment: a new, elected Steering Committee; lots
of new energy and an institutional base
(Hunter now included) with the resources
that brings; a longer, weightier, more substan-
tive, less “chatty” publication, now trans-
formed into this magazine; and all those terrif-
ic annual conferences.

Chester Hartman is Executive Director of the
Poverty Race Research Action Council
(www.prrac.org). He worked at the Institute
Jor Policy Studies, taught at the University of
North Carolina Planning Department, and
has authored many publications. A collec-
tion of 32 of bis past essays, with an autobi-
ography/social bistory and a foreword by
Jane Jacobs, entitled Between Eminence and
Notoriely: Four Decades of KRadical Urban
Planning (Rutgers, Center for Urban Policy
Research) is due out in February 2002. An
updated edition of bis book, City for Sale:
The Transformeation of San Francisco, will be
published by University of California Press
in May 2002. A new housing reader that bhe
has co-edited with Rachel Bratt and Michael
Stone will be published by Temple University
Press in late 2002,

ANGOLL [Cont. from page 21 and local levels. It is too
casy for professionally-based groups to go out
on their own and lose ties with the move-
ments that are together able to make inroads
in the achievement of “fundamental social
change,” which our statement of principles
declares to be our objective.,

It is important to preserve the networking in
PN. Our members tell us they benefit from this
aspect of the organization. But it is now time

to move beyond the network. Our ultimate -

purpose isn't self-enrichment but to bring
about social change. Our networking with
other planners and activists should be imbued
with a higher purpose - protesting injustice,
supporting progressive legislation, and pro-

moting cutting edge practices that build the
basis for fundamental change. At a time when
war cries are used as a rationale to advance
every right-wing agenda item, when racial pro-
filing is once again legitimate, it’s time to rede-
fine and renew our progressive purpose.

Final note: Our publication is still evolving.
We'd like to hear your reactions to the new
format and content. What do you like and
what's missing? Suggestions for improve-
ments? We welcome small notes and lengthy
articles.

Tom Angotti is Professor of Urban Affairs &
Planning at Hunter College and Co-Editor of
Planners Network.

Forsyth (cont. from page 11 their specific interests
and needs. Children in low-income neighbor-
hoods battle with poverty and exclusion; in
middle income neighborhoods they may be
seen as disorderly.

How much can children and youth partici-
pate? Although limited by language and motor
skills, children at the age of three have demon-
strated the ability to build models and create
mental maps. While environmental awareness
is fairly basic at this age, even very young chil-
dren have a capacity to participate and this
ability develops with age. The process of being
involved in planning and neighborhood proj-
ects can help children and youth develop a
sense of the consequences of actions and a
sense of self and others. Among older youth
such participation can build skills for later
community involvement.

Youth involvement in planning is not just
about personal and civic development, how-
ever, but about creating places and communi-
ties. Children are the dominant users of some
spaces such as parks, playgrounds and
schools.As teenagers they are often perceived
by adults as problem users of public spaces,
but their intimate experience with such loca-
tions makes them uniquely suited to make
decisions about them. As Imre Kepes,
Fernando Marti and Llewellyn Golding demon-
strate in their inspiring case studies of
YouthPower, the HOME’s Skateboard Task
Force and the Youthlink violence prevention
program, the rewards to both the young peo-
ple and the wider community can be signifi-
cant. In my work with the Urban Places
Project at UMass/Amherst in the mid to late
1990s, I was tremendously privileged to watch
the young people in YouthPower overcome
huge barriers of poverty and ethnic discrimi-
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nation to physically improve their neighbor-
hood. This in turn helped develop respect
from the wider community. The High School
Adoption program at the University of
Texas/Austin is also notable in this light as it
began the task of connecting young people to
both the university and to community devel-
opment groups from their neighborhood,
bridging across racial lines (see the article by
Teresa Vazquez in this issue).

Involving youth in planning is a challenge for
progressive planners. Children and youth
almost certainly have to involve people other
than themselves, that is adults, in any signifi-
cant planning work or projects.This creates a
delicate balance where participation needs to
be carefully designed to be interesting and
also give power to youth directly, not only
through adults. Planners are often inexperi-
enced in the methods for including youth.
Planners are also often ambivalent about
youth contributions. Given other pressing
concerns, youth may simply be ignored.This is
in spite of the fact that as both Suzanne Speak
and Kim Knowles-Yanez describe, the 1989
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
makes participation a human right.

The APA Resources Zine, described here by its
editor Ramona Mullahey, is an important on
line resource for planners interested in involv-
ing youth. Other articles provide web links to
resource groups, manuals, and details about
their programs. The important first step is to
realize that youth are important partners in
planning,.

Ann Forsyth is Associate Professor of Urban
Planning at Harvard. She was a project man-
ager for the YouthPower Guide—see order-
ing instructions on page 21.

Mark Your Calendars!!!

2002 Planners Network National Conference
Community-Based Planning for Urban Revitalization: Opportunities and Challenges

June 13-16, 2002 at Hampshire College in Amherst, MA
Details on page 41 of this issue.
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Teenagers Show Planners How It’s Done:

Perhaps you remember hanging out after
school, scarching out those empty lots, aban-
doned parks, or downtown plazas with their
concrete benches? They were the real play-

grounds and obstacle courses of our adven-
turous minds,

Perhaps now, as urban planners, we spend too
much of our time designing those places
away, creating guidelines to keep those pesky
teenagers from disrupting our carefully con-
cocted urban scenes. In countless community
meetings, when a youth voice is even heard, it
is to say: give us places to be ourselves, to be
loud, to be outdoors in the city.

Sometimes, thanks to the persistence of kids,
parents and youth advocates, the long and
cumbersome road to developing a public
skatepark gets underway. A typical project
takes years, sometimes longer, slowed by fund-
ing battles, liability issues, red-tape, and unsym-
pathetic politicians, to be built someday when

By Fernando Marti

the kids are no longer kids. This is a story
about how kids took on a bureaucracy and
ultimately built their own park, their Wiy

YO ACTivisa

In Californi youth activism is 4 scrious mat-
ters High school students e organizing {0
protest youth criminalization liws and high-
stakes testing, and to protect college affirma-
tive action programs. Youth have also come to
see neighborhood battles as their own hattles.
Unlike many of their elders, who often organ-
ize prinvarily o preserve their existing neigh-
borhoods or 1o prevent environmental injus-
tices, the optimistic muture of youth alfows
them o imagine wia could be, Too often, to
the detriment of our cities, we have not trust-
ed youth (o contribute (o our communities.
Now, they are making sure their voices are
heard.

In 1997 in the sleepy Bay Area town of
Alameda, teens from Encinal High founded
HOME, & student-run organization created to
give Kids somcthing o do after school. With
cight other weenagers, sixteen-year-old skater
Danicl Osborne created 1TOME's Skateboard
Task Force. They collected 1,600 signatures in
support of their project to build a skatepark
on an empty parking lot in the newly decom-
missioned Alameda Naval Air Station. They got
the classic burcaucratic runaround. Though
the Department of Park and Recreation
offered $50,000 toward construction of the
park, the kids would have to raise the rest on
their own. At a standard cost of $25-30 a
square foot, the kids had no idea where they
were going to be able to rmise the other
$200,000-300,000 needed to build their
15,000 square foot park. So they decided to
build it themselves,

YOouTH BUiL A SKATEPARK

For many, it was the Fall of their senior year in

high school. They had to move fast if they
hoped 1o see their skatepark done before they
graduated. Working with Tom Arie Donch, a
plavground designer who specializes in com-
munity-built projects, the kids developed an
ambitious four-month timeline in which to
design the project, raise the funds, organize
the volunteers and build the thing. For Arie
Donch a typical community built plavground
takes anywhere from eight months to a year to
organize successfully, but it often costs less
than one-third of traditional construction, not
to mention the many social henefits of 4 col-
lective undertaking,

One of Doncli’s main tasks is to help groups
organize themselves and develop strategies to
get the job done. A core group hashed out the
design using clay models, while others organ-
ized committees composed of adults and
teenagers to work with city officials, expedite
permits, raise funds, collect tools and materi-
als, sign up volunteers and cook meals for the
build, The kids packed City Hall to convince
the city to release the $30,000 for materials
and engineering services, while they raised
the rest as in-kind donations from local con-
tractors and large stores such as Home Depot.
Volunteers from local trade unions taught the
teenagers the skills they needed, from tying
rebar to finishing concrete,

The kids were committed to getting truly muk
ticultural involvement. They set the goal of
having a diverse cross-section of their popula-
tion for the twelve-day build - across ethnici-
ties and generations. In all, over 500 people
volunteered for the project. A retired judge in
his seventies was able to say, seeing the com-
pleted skatepark, that “this project touched,
motivated, and brought together the citizens
of Alameda in a4 way no other project has in
the seventy years that I have been involved in
the Alameda community.”

The kids built a lasting sense of what it means
to make a connection to place, a sense of
belonging to a larger community by con-
tributing to it. Up to a hundred people use the
park on 4 weekend day. They range in age from
four to over sixty years. The park includes
beginner, intermediate, and advanced courses.,
Today, about fifteen youth and adults, all peo-
ple who helped to build the park, continue to
run the Skate Park Task Force 1o resolve ongo-
ing issues of safety and maintenance. HOME is
now a 175-member organization working on a
range of community projects, from child-care
10 youth-run businesses.

Fernando Marti s a planner with Urban
Leology, Inc. and a member of the Planners

Nelwork Steering Commiiftee.
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Townview, Texas:

This is a story about a group of Dlaniiing
stidents whose semester-long project beceaime
a powerful tool for change when they organ-
ized a dynamic one-dey program myolving
young people in a gentrifying neighborhood
i Jexas..

When Debra Washington, Executive Director
of the Tenth Street Housing and Community

Developers in Dallas, Texas approached the
School of Urban and Public Affairs (SUPA) at
the University of Texas at Arlington (UTA), her
main concern was to stop the process of “yup-
pification” that was (hreatening the area. The
Tenth Street Neighborhood in Dallas is an his-
toric district currently undergoing a severe
process of gentrification and displacement of
mostly clderly and low-income African
Americans.

In response to the request for technical and
architectural design assistance, a Project

ogram

By M. Teresa Vazquez-Castillo

Planning class during the summer of 1999 at
UTA  prepared  a Redevelopment  and
Renovation Plan that focused on the physical
and cconomic development aspects of plan-
ning. However, physical planning was not
enough as the capacity to realize those plans
was lacking. Awarencss, community develop-
ment and leadership needed o be fostered in
the Teath Street community. in subsequent
i mectings,  neigh-
borhood represen-
tatives emphasized
the need for self
sustaining pro-
grams designed by
and with the com-
munity, “not from
the office” They
also spoke of the
need for an inter-
generational  pro-
gram that should
include young peo-
ple and the elderly
of the Tenth Sercet
neighborhood.

Tenth  Street s
located south of
downtown Dallas
on I-35E in the Oak
CLiff area and it used to be one of the
Freedman's Towns in Texas, Freedman’s Towns
were the lands where freed slaves settled at a
time when African Americans were prohibited
by Texas law from owning real property, A
landmark of this neighborhood was the
Golden Gate Missionary Baptist Church,
which had organized lot assignments to fami-
lies in need of housing. Because of its histori-
cal and architectural value, Tenth Street had
been designated an historic district in 1991,
but gentrification and lack of resources were
taking their toll on the neighborhood.

IncLupNG Yourn

Out of this request, the Fall 1999 Project
Planning class at UTA designed a project 1o
include youth in developing historical aware-
ness and planning for the Tenth Street neigh-
borhood. I worlked on this project with three
graduate students — Ursula Anderson, Edwin
Bateman and Sonnie Ebikwo. Through it, youth
would learn to appreciate their neighborhood
and they would be provided with basic plan-
ning tools and urban and policy information
that could foster leadership.

Since other universities had held similar pro-
grams, the participants in the class reviewed
those programs to explore the possibilities of
replicating them. One of them was the Cesar
Chavez Public Charter IHigh School for Public
Policy Summer Learning Program organized
by the Department of City and Regional
Planning of Cornell  University (see
hetp//www.crp.cornell. edu/pub/chaver/defa
ult/htm#photos). Youth participating in this
program had visited Cornell University and
interacted with faculty and graduate students
who had organized a four-day program to
learn about planning.

Based on the information from the Cornell
program, Anderson, Bateman, Ebikwo and
Vazquez designed the High School Adoption
program for Tenth Street. The main objective
of the project was to identify vouth as assets
in their community. Youth could promote
awareness in their families and schoolmates
about the importance of preserving their
neighborhood. This awareness could eventual-
Iy develop leadership in the conumnunity, A sec-
ond objective was to create collaborative rela-
tionships between the university, neighbor-
hood and school system. Finally, the project
had the purpose of prompting an interest in
planning among the yvouth, in a metropolitan
area that lacks a diverse body of planners.

ORGANIZATION OF THE ONE-DAY PROGRAM

After brainstorming about the sessions that
would meet these and Tenth Street's objec-
tives, and the human, facility, and economic
resources available, the plan for the project
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was developed. The University would provide
the facilities and some financial support,
Faculty and graduate students would be asked
to volunteer for a one-day program. Since this
project was organized during a regular semes-
ter, university housing was not available to
house the youth as the Cornell program had
done. In addition, we had limited financial and
human resources - the Project Planning class
had three graduate students - that lmited the
program to 4 one-day intense session.

The program saw the direct and active collab-
oration of community groups in the area. The
Tenth  Street Housing  and  Community
Developers in Dallas represented the affected
neighborhood. Vecinos Unidos and Casa
Dallas, Latine organizations, supported and co-
sponsored the project, Due to the conflicting
racial relations in the area, the cooperation
between an African American organization
and two Latino organizations was notable This
co-sponsorship emerged when the Project
Planning team was working on the neighbor-
hood plan for one of the two Latino organiza-
tions. Although the three organizations had
been familiar with each other, they became
interested in each other’s work during a cou-
ple of meetings with the Project Planning
group at the university.

Tenth Street, along with Anderson, Bateman,
Ebikwo and 1 identified the high school in the
neighborhood that would participate in the
program. Townview Center was chosen
because: a) it is close to the Tenth Street
District, b) it is a magnet high school; and ©)
the student population of the school was rep-
resentative of the program’s intended target
population. It was not easy to establish a rela-
tion with Townview. [ts principal was inacces-
sible by phone, e-mail and fax, until a personal
visit to the school expedited the agreement.
Townview teachers would select a diverse
group of high school students to participate in
the one-day program at UTA. In this program
“kids™ would interact with community lead-
ers, facully, graduate students and volunteers.

On Saturday, November 20, 1999, fifteen
Townview students with their professor
boarded a DART bus on their way to UTA =



where they were welcomed by the executive
directors of Vecinos Unidos, Casa Dallas, and
Tenth Sereet, and by a group of UTA graduate
students and faculty, In the varjous sessions,

high school students learned the basics of

planning, urban affairs and historic preserva-
tion. The sessions were:“What is planning and
why we need it for our neighborhoods; " “How
Cities Function;” “Computer Applications in
Planning/Geographic  Information Systems;”
and "A Hands-on Session of Planning” Due to
time constraints, a campus tour had not been
planned, but Townview students and SUPA
graduate student volunteers insisted on hav-
ing one. The students toured the university
and learned about careers related to urban

excitement of the Townview youwh who par-
ticipated. The graduate students shared this
enthusiasm. Some of them asked in their eval-
uations to be included in future Nigh School
Adoptions and one of them told me she had
realized the need to include youth in the plan-
ning process. In the same vein, Townview
expressed its interest in continuing participa-
tion in this collaborative project. Anderson,
Bateman and Ebikwo proposed that Project

Planning classes have continuity, instead of

“dropping” the community (“client™ once the
class was over. They also proposed to make
the High School Adoption a regular exercise
with access to more resowrces, more volun-
teers and housing facilities 1o bring young

Here’s a candid shot of Eastman .

Kodak, one of the nation’s
largest po!iuters of cancer—
causing chemlcals S

Everyday, over 21, 000 people breathe in:
dioxin and other pollutants from Kodak’

hazardous wastes mc:nerators

Planners Network +

Unfortunately, Kodak’s . dangerous dloxm :
releases may be taking a profound toll o_n_ _-
the people of Rochester, NY. As a multi- =
national corporation with sales exceeding

affairs and planning. people for a two-day session,

PARTICIPATION BY CoMMuny Grours Key 1o In summary, the project was a successiul col-
ProGram’s Succsss laboration with a community group that

A key element of the program was the direct
involvement of the community group that
requested assistance from the university, The
executive director of the Tenth Street Housing
and  Community  Developers,  Debra
Washington, was the keynote speaker. She
talked about the history and issues of the
Tenth Street area and the role of youth partic-
ipation in preserving the neighborhood.
Washington's speech had a deep impact on
the youth and the graduate students and fac-
ulty in the room. Since the program attracted
other community groups that supported the
‘Tenth Street efforts, this opened new channels
of communication among the community
organjzations. It is interesting to note that
most of the leaders are “minority™ women.

Throughout this project, community leaders,
students and faculty shared their experience,
knowledge, and planning skills. At the end of
the "Hands-On-Session of Planning,” a graduate
student volunteer, impressed by the presenta-
tions that Townview “kids™ had given of their
planning alternatives and designs, told them:

brought together neighborhood youth, a local
high school, other supportive community
organizations and the university. The program
also raised awareness among young people
about the importance of their neighborhood,
an initial step towards fostering leadership in
the community. The challenge now is how to
continue this collaborative project. The plan-
ning student organization or the alumni asso-
ciation could organize the next high school
adoption.

Hopetully, sharing the story of this program
will bring further awareness of the impor-
tance of collaboration, community devetop-
ment, diversity and youth involvement in an
area of Texas in which planning mainly means
development and displacement. Hopefully
sharing the story of this project and other
youth initiatives in this issue [of Planners
Network] will dispel the notion that planning
with youth is “just teaching planning to kids”
Hopefully there will be many more successtul
high school adoptions.

M. Teresa Vizquez-Castillo is a

$13 billton Kodak needs to make an

investment in our children’s health and
Rochester’s future by phasmg out the;r

tOXIC incinerators.
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Take Action now to
clean up Kodak Kid’s Air!

Join the Kodak Kids Clean Air
Campaign and hold accountable
one of the biggest corporate
polluters in the world. You will
receive monthly action alerts
asking you to email or mail brief
letters to help clean up Kodak.
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"You have done in a day what we did in a  research associate atb the Center Jor Phone: emall cecwny@buffnet net |

semester” He had participated ina previous  Mexican Awmerican Studies dat the )

course that had prepared the plans for the  University of Texas at Arli ngton. Email:

Tenth Street neighborhood. The full version of the bhigh school Fax: ) www._kodaksto_xiccolors.org
‘ adoption program can be read online e o T ———————eeem s ——— . : S

Evaluations of the program revealed the  at: bilp://omega.uta. edu/~tvazgiez oto: Julia Welis  Design: Paul Salamone
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APA’s Resources Zine:

If you are looking at engaging voung people in
planning and giving voice to their concerns
and visions about the communities they live
in, the best online source for ideas, case stud-
ies, curriculum, lesson plans, publications, and
other resources such as software, databases,
and funding, is Resowurces Zine. An online
newsletter  sponsored by  the American
Planning Association (APA) and the American
Institute of Certified Planners (AICP), the e-
magazine features a wealth of teaching strate-
gies and actual programs that promote youth
empowerment through civic engagement,
social action, and planning/design literacy.

Resources Zine draws from an extensive data-
base culled from ten years of the quarterly
print publication, Resources, published by the
APA Education Program.The Zine is a tool that
provides new and experienced planners, deci-
sion-makers, and educators with guidance,
support, and tested strategies for tailoring a
learning experience or program to stimulate,
motivate, and inspire youth to participate in
the future of their neighborhoods.

The breadth and scope of the activities, exam-
ples of customized programs, lesson plans and
curriculum, bibliographies and catalogs, audio
and visual resources, web sites and hotlinks
reflect a conscious effort to provide a com-
prehensive and inclusive approach to engag-
ing youth. As PN readers will be aware, nearly
every facet of community offers an opportu-
nity for genuine participation: the built envi-
ronment, community service, historic preser-
vation and heritage, environmental steward-
ship, and place building.

The userfriendly Zine Index site allows users
to search topics easily and find out about suc-
cessful community programs that enable
young people to share in decision-making as
problem solvers. The diverse topics include:
mapping (Green Mapping, YouthMapping,
MYTOWN,  AuThenTiCity, Community
Mapping); environmental education; trans-
portation choices and highway studics; the
impact of big box stores; various kinds of plan-

By Ramona K. Mullahey

ning (master planning, regional planning, city
planning, park planning); community building;
community design; and conununity visioning.
Using resources on the site young people can
find out how to gauge their “ecological foot-
print;” analyze water quality and develop an
understanding about the dynamiics of wet-
lands, The site gives information about inter-
generational activities to discover neighbor-
hood history; heritage hikes; service learning;
and building housing and cities using lego
blocks or milk cartons or cardboard boxes.
The site allows users to enhance their work-
ing knowledge of critical environmental
issues such as solid waste, air quality pollution
and biodiversity.

The learning tools and teaching approaches
are wide-ranging. Activities can stand alone or
be combined into a unit. They are interdisci-
plinary, able to address the diversity in learn-
ing styles, and can be used thematically. There
are simulations, watershed festivals, model
building, instant and aerial photography. Users
can learn how to create a lesson plan or find
web sites that link activities to school stan-
dards, teaching resources, books and other
publications, cd-roms and videos, and the mul-
tiple resources in cyber space. The web sites
are an eclectic mixture, a smorgasbord of
informational contacts. The resources also
reflect curriculum integration and an interdis-
ciplinary approach.

Resources Zine delivers a menu of sugges-
tons and ideas to galvanize youth involve-
ment. Ultimately, the e-magazine offers some
hasic building blocks for constructing a more
informed civil society. Go to
www.planning.org-->Educational
Opportunities and Careers in Planning->K-12
Education and let the Resources Zine map a
strategy to empowering vouth.

Remona K Mullabey is a HUD Comnuunity
Builder, Executive Director of a nonprofit
with initiatives in sustainable development
and Dbealthy communities, and Editor of
Resources Zine,

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Chiid:
A Framework for the Participation of Children

Some planners would assert that adults know
what is best for children, so why go w the
trouble of involving children? Why should
planners bother to accommodate yet one
more constituency? After all, planners have vet
to effectively involve all of the adults who
want to participate.

But we don't necessarily have 1o wait until we
fully understand adult participation in order
to involve children and youth. Indeed, the
involvement of children will likely inform the
involvement of adults. Planners can learn a
great deal by involving children.

How can we rethink the issue of children and
vouth involvement in planning so that it
becomes more immediately relevant and use-
ful to local planners and their planning
Processes?

UN CONVENTION AS STARTING POINT

An answer may lie in the 1989 United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
which delineates these rights and suggests
that honoring then is a way to build active cit-
izenship in children and youth. The CRC is an
interesting starting point because it provides a
way for us to rethink how children should be
represented and involved in planning process-
es. The underlying premise of the CRC is that
children are people with rights. As rights-bear-
ing citizens, they have the right to be included
in processes which affect thent,

The CRC contains fifty-one articles, all of

which are guided by four underlying pringi-
ples: non-discrimination (article 2), best inter-
ests of the child (article 3), survival and devel-
opnient (article 6), and participation (article
12). For detailed information on the
Convention, view it at;
http://wwwounicef.org/cre/convention. hium.

and Youth in Community Ld U Iang

By Kim Knowles-Yanez

Article 2 states that there should be no dis-
crimination of any kind against a child based
on their “race, color, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national, ethnic or
social origin, property, disability, birth. . .status,
activitics, expressed opinions, or beliefs of the
child’'s parents.”

Article 3 makes clear that the best interests of
the child should be given “primary considera-
tion” in any actions taken by public or private
agencies. In article 6, one of the boldest of all
the articles, the survival and development of
the chilct is simply stated: “States Parties rec-
ognize that every child has the inherent right
to life. . States Parties shall ensure to the max-
imum extent possible the survival and devel-
opment of the child”

The fourth principle of the CRC is upheld in
article 12, which states: Governments “shall
assure 1o the child who is capable of forming
his or her own views the right to express
those views freely in all matters affecting the
child, the views of the child being given due
weight in accordance with the age and matu-
rity of the child” It is this last principle of par-
ticipation which most directly bears on local
land use planning practice.

Built into the CRC is the notion that children
should be asked what they want and that
adults do not always know what children
want. Nor do adults always know what is best
for children. Children are citizens with rights,
in the process of learning how to practice
their citizenship, It is time for planners o
hegin thinking of children and youth as citi-
zens with the right to participate in commu-
nity and land use decision-making processes.
While the time and money needed to involve
children and vouth may be a difficult issue for
community land use planners to negotiate, it is
still crucial to follow the lead of the United
Nations and bring the rights of children
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and youth to bear in planning practice.
THE ROLE OF PLANNERS

To reconstitite planning actions taken around
children and youth planners have to take a dif
ferent approach to addressing children’s
needs. They have to move away from the
deeply embedded ethic of care for children
and "adults know what is hest for children”
They have to see children and youth as citi-
zens who have the right to participate in deci-
sions affecting their lives. This demands work-
ing with children in meaningful participation
processes. This is not social mobilization, in
which adults use children as a tool of adult
views and needs. Authentic participation
occurs when children are given space and
time 10 define what the issues are and further
space and time to work out how they would
like to deal with the issues. Adults facilitate
with developmentally appropriate settings
and tools, but the real work of examining the
environment and designing new approaches
belongs to children. This is what it means to
involve the authentic participation of children
in planning processes. And as some projects
involving children and youth have noted, par-
ticipation builds some of the essential skills of
citizenship.

While most local land use planning processes
do not include direct involvement of children
or direct discussion of children’s needs, there
are exceptions. Seattle’s Youth Involvement
Network,  YouthPower of  Holyoke,
Massachusetts, and  Louwise Chawla &

UNESCO’s Growing Lp in Cities project sys-
tematically involve children in understanding,
decision-making, and problem solving related
to community land use. Still, despite the avail-
ability of methods and examples for working
with children and youth in planning process-
es, there are few systematic attempts to rou-
tinely bring children and youth into local land
use planning processcs.

Planners do not exclude children from most
planning processes because they are anti-chil-
dren. Indeed, almost everyone would admit to
being pro-children — part and parcel of the
human condition. Most children are kept out
of planning processes by sheer oversight and
because planners simply do not have enough
time to involve children, gather them together,
work through issues, and accommodate the
special developmental needs of children. For
comnunity planners, there is usually not
enough time or personnel to bring anyonc
other than those considered absolutely essen-
tial into planning processes. Most planners, if
asked, would assert that they are concerned
about children and do take their needs into
consideration. However, ntost planners woulkd
probably be hard pressed to identify which
parts of their practice incorporate the con-
cern for children’s needs,

Kim  Knowles-Ydnez is  Assistani
Professor  of Urban and Regional
Planning in  the Liberal  Studies
Department al California State
University San Marcos, San Marcos,
California, 92096-0001.

Planners Network New York’s
Spring 2002 Forum Series

“THE WORLD TRADE CENTER AND BEYOND”

Friday, March 8: Redevelopment: People and Place?

Friday, April 5: Reinvestment: Centralization/Decentralization
Friday, Apl‘il 19: Re-envisioning: Communities and the City

More details on page 25 of this issue.
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Toronto’s YOUTHLINK program:

My work at YOUTHLINK started in 1984 as a
yvouth worker. Today, as a community outreach
worker, I mobhilize initiatives responding to the
challenges faced by today’s youth and the
institutions that serve them. My work includes
the roles of advocate, educator, and facilitator
of programming to question, inform, and
enable. Specific programs include: anger man-
agement groups, anti-bullying, youth gang
intervention, conflict resolution programs, and
school-based immersion or social learning pro-
grams. My concerns since 1989 rest with the
increasing presence of youth violence and
youth gangs in Toronto.

YOUTHLINK is a community service agency
that has provided a range of services and
resources to youth and their families since
1914.The Big Sister Association, a network of
women, volunteered their time to assist young
“wayward” girls who were found in the down-
town core of Toronto., The Big Sister
Association served as a beacon during the
formative years of the social work profession
in Canada. Our current resources include indi-
vidual and family counseling, residential treat-
ment facilities, an inner city street youth pro-
gram, and community outreach. Through our
work we have learned that voung people are
cager to participate in efforts to make our
society a healthier place to live,

VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAM

One of my initiatives is a violence prevention
program for grade seven students at St.
Brendan’s Catholic Llementary. The program
consists of five phases, involves working with
smuall groups of eight students for four-week
periods and shows the crucial importance of
young people learning from peers,

Phase One (Assessment) is designed to identi-
fy those students who subscribe to violence as
“a means o an end.” Participants are asked to

Elementary School Violence Prevention

By Llewellyn Golding

describe the behavior, who practices it, who is
typically victimized by it, why they do it, and
what happens to the person who is being vic-
timized.

Phase Two (Identification) promotes a deeper
understanding of violence. At the end of Phase
Two, all grade seven students should have an
understanding of violence as it manifests itself
at home, at school and in the community.

Phase Three (Personalization) is used to fur-
ther sensitize the participants, At the end of
this phase, the participants are able to take
responsibility for their involvement in victim-
izing others and are open to doing something
about it.

During Phase Four (Actions) all participating
students identify and commit to the questions
“What am I going to do about this?” and “What
example am | going to set for the younger stu-
dents in this school?” They are encouraged to
identify problems which challenge what they
have learned during the previous three ses-
sions. They are asked to discuss the problem,
identify a solution, and prepare a role-play that
focuses on the problem as well as the solution,
Each group then receives constructive feed-
back from observers who comment on the
scenario that has just been rofe-played. They
then repeat the role-play including the recom-
mended changes. At the end of this phase,
cach grade seven student completes an evalu-
ation of the program and program leaders.

In Phase Five (Education) participants present
their new learning to the grades five and six
students in the school. Over the past three
years, seventy percent of all grade seven stu-
dents have participated in determining the
medium and content for this presentation.
Their enthusiasm to change the world is evi-
dent. The students then work together to
transkte what they have learned into skits, o
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interactive classroom exercises, poetry and fip-
syncing. Through this process, the grade seven
students set an example for the grades five and
six students who see them as role models. This
approach gives the students the responsibility
and opportunity to participate in the process
of change. For long-term-change to occur,
young people must be front and center in this
effort. Our FElementary School Violence

Prevention

Program

w o r ks
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while young
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Hsten o
adults, they
act on what
they see and
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their peers.
Lessons We
school and  Have

Learned

Given the

e growing

tend in vouth violence in Canada, a few
points worth considering:

« Violence is a changeable social condition
that should be viewed as a community heaith
problem and not just as a criminal issue.
Community health problems such as tubercu-
losis or sexually transmitted diseases have suc-
cessfully elicited collective efforts toward con-
tainment. Think of what you would do if some-
one that vou know is affected by a condition.
Most of us would explore solutions.

* Popular culture’s infatuation with violence
may have started with the media, but it has
quickly spread to everyday life. For example,
cars with bumper stickers that state “Go
ahead, make my day!” invite the reader to “start
something.” Such violence should not be nor-
malized,

* Our collective view of young people would
be niore consistently positive if their con-
structive  involvement in society was high-
lighted more often.

« We must educate our young people to under-
stand Irow aspects of violence are encouraged
by popular culture.

* As the subtleties of violence begin with
child’s play, we must appreciate that child’s
play need not be hurtful. Often bullving results
from this oversight.

* The true experts are those who are living the
experience. We need to talk with them.

PrannErs SHOULD LISTEN 1O YOuTH

Gone are the days that planners, particularly
social planners, could simply design public
space without the inclusion of alb stakehold-
ers, particularly vouth. There are countless
examples around us that support my view that
we adults are doing something wrong. Malis
stocked with “Be Like” emblems of success
must be continually repackaged in order to
appeal to youth. Centrally located, materially
well-equipped community centers, although
glossy in appearance, fail to engage masses of
youth. Young people would rather sit on the
brown grass at an illequipped park or chil-
dren’s playground to talk than interact in
structures which are static. Youth do not
respond to ‘static’.

Opportunities for inclusion await all people
that play a role in developing communities
and the use of space within these conumuni-
tics, Young stakeholders will participate in
constructive planning processes, They are
committed to using space in a manner that
aids the overall health of the host community.

In part, environmental design compounds the
issues that fuel alienation of young stakehold-
ers from traditions such as culture, communi-
ty, school and family. This is not exclusively an
urhan problem. Both urban and rural commu-
nities often plan from the reference point of
that which best serves its adult residents, the
present taxpavers. There are fewer resources
available for the young in our society. Lack of
inclusion contributes to the displacement of
the young from social, cultural, political, eco-
logical, and spiritual aspects of their commu-
nity. They reject the conventions of contem-
porary society and begin to feed off the ideas

of their peers. When an individual or group is
unable to engage the resources that they need
in order to address personal challenges, vio-
lence results. Violence Is a stalement of
resourcelessness.

LEARNING FROM THE UNITED STATES

It is important that we Canadians learn from
the mistakes of our neighbors to the south.
The United States has the highest percentage
of houscholds owning firearms, and Canada
ranks third. (Sweden ranks second but they
have a large reserve army.) We must also be
concerned that Canada ranks third among
rated countries with respect to gun homicides
(in the United States gun homicide is ¢leven
times that of Switzerland, nine times that of
Finland and two times that of France.) In spite
of this, Statistics Canada reports a decline in
crime in Canada. Youth violence however,
shows an increase, with the crime charge rate
for youth aged twelve to seventeen up seven-
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teen percent between 1990 and 2000, In

Toronto the youth crime charge rate for vio-

lent offences during 2000 was fifteen yvoung
people (aged twelve to twenty-four) per thou-
sand. Therefore, the majority of voung people
are well-intentioned contributing members of
society.

Despite spending more than $28 million dol-
lars during the 1980s for the installation of
metal detectors in public schools in New York
City, crime and violence continue to be a
major concern. In fact, while teachers and par-
ents were becoming increasingly frustrated
about the problem, the mayvor and school
hoard were locked in an angry debate over
wlo should bear the blame for the problem. It
appears that young people were not included
as partners in addressing the problem. Hence,
their struggle continues.

Llewllyn Golding is a Compnunity Outreach
Worker at YouthLink in loronio.

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

'FACULTY POSITION(S) AVAILABLE

The Graduate School of Architecture,
seeking candidafes for one or more full-time position(s) in its Urban
Planning program (rank open). Responsibilities will include teaching,
scholarship, and administration. Research and/or teaching experience is
reguired. Emphasis witl be on either a) physical development, regional
planning, land use development, and planning for urban physical systems,
as well ag environmental or hazards planning, or b) comparative urban
public policy, planning theory, whan redevelopment and globalization.
Candidates must hold (or have received prior to being appointed) a Ph.D.
in Urban Planning or a related Neld. Applicants should respond with a
fetter of interest, curricubum vitae, examples of work, and names and
addresses of three references. Review of applications will take place
upon receipt and will continue until a selection is made.

Planning, and Preservation is

Material should be sent to:

Bernard Tschanid, Dean
Graduate School of Arehiteeture, Planning, amd Preservation
Cojumbia University
402 Avery Hali
1172 Amsterdam Avenue
New York, NY 16027

Columbla Unlversny isan Equal OpportumtylAffirmatwe Actton Empioyer.

Women and mmorltles are encouraged to apply
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The YouthPower Story:
Community-Based After School

Twelve young people between the ages of ten
and fourteen are seated around a table at El
Arco Iris Youth and Community Arts Center, a
community-based after school program in
Holyoke, Massachusctts. Anthony would much
rather be playing basketball, Raul sits impa-
tiently and Marisella’s mind is elsewhere. Jose
Colon and 1, the program Co-Directors, are
faced with the challenge of introducing them
to the concept of community service learning
and neighborhiood planning and improve-
ment. We know this project (later named
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YouthPower by the vouth themselves) will
only work if the youth take ownership of it,
and if we do not engage them in about the
next two ninutes, we will lose them. In this
project to empower voung people to trans-
form their environment, Jose and 1 have taken
on a formidable challenge.

By Imre Kepes

That was five years ago. Now El Arco Iris
YouthPower is a highly successful project that
has involved hundreds of youth in neighbor-
hood planning, design and improvement and
has gained national recognition for its work.
YouthPower voutl: repaired and beautified the
most run-down playground in the city, helped
design a small park, created neighborhood and
city-wide maps, and engaged over one hun-
dred youth in the City of Holvoke Master Plan
process. They created murals and banners that
beautify neighborhoods and convey positive
messages, took an active role in the design of
a major public project 1o create a pedestrian
walkway along Holyoke's historic canals, and
led workshops across the state. They acted as
editors of the YouthPower Giutide, a manual
describing the YouthPower process which
won the American Planning Association Public
Education Award. The city is beginning to
show the imprint of the ¢fforts by the youth.
The youth now see themselves as empowered
to create change and entitled to have a voice
in the future of their community, and adults
and city officials now recognize young people
as important asseis in planning and building a
better community. These are profound and sig-
nificant changes.

ON THE MARGIN IN HOLYOKE

Holyoke is a typical postindustrial New
England town of about 40,000. Situated along
the Connecticut River, it was designed as an
carly planned industrial city, using the river's
water power diverted through three canals to
run the paper mills. It still bears the name
Paper City although the paper industry died
long ago. Now, the once-thriving downtown
neighborhoods have trash-strewn vacant fots,
abandoned buildings, boarded up businesses
and deteriorating infrastructure. Holyoke has

some of the highest statistics in the state for
teen pregnancy and dropouts, and is beset by
gangs, drugs, and crime. Like previous immi-
grants, the newest wave of immigrants, Puerto
Ricans, are largely marginalized. Many have
become overwhelmed by poverty and the
belief that there is nothing they can do to
change their circumstances,

Ll Arco Iris is situated in South Holvoke, one of
the poorest neighborhoods. The El Arco 1ris
YouthPower project was born out of the
belief that voung people have not ver lost
their inherent hope, enthusiasm, and desire to
make a difference, and that it can be nurtured
to break the cycle of despair and create young
architects for the rebirth of their community.
It was a grand vision that started with the ten-
uous beginnings described above,

OBSTACLES TO YOUTH EMPOWERMENT

The YouthPower story is about how this was
accomplished. It was not an easy task. The first
challenge was overcoming the prevailing
belief among young people that they can not
make a difference and are not recognized or
appreciated by adults. Another challenge was
how to make the complexity inherent in the
field of urban planning and design digestible
and understandable to the youth. It was also a
stretch for the organization to have the ability
to work with vouth and to work in communi-
ty development - an area where it had little
expertise. A final challenge was how to make
sure that meaningful vouth involvement in
building community would become an inte-
gral part of the community’s planning
process. Looking back, we identify five inter-
connected components that made
YouthPower a success:

+ youth leadership;

an effective and understandable

planning, design and project

implementation process;

+ sufficient capacity and support;

* strong partnerships,; and

« institutionalization of youth involve-
ment in the planning process.

Youth empowerment is both the means and
the ends. Without enthusiastic youth involve-
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ment the project dies. They are the driving
force. It does not work to tell the youth what
the project is about or what they are going to
do, they need to experience it and decide for
themselves. YouthPower youth defined and
chose what was important to them, took an
active leadership role in planning and running
the project, worked directly with city officials
and other adults, and acted as peer leaders for
other vouth.

Youth empowerment also requires training,
guidance and support. The program staff
trained them in leadership and planning skills
and provided them with technical assistance.
Hands-on participation is also essential. Being
able to see the results of their work gives the
youth a profound sense of pride and owner-
ship. Youth empowerment is also an end
because empowering young people to have
confidence, leadership skills and a strong
sense of civie responsibility creates a new gen-
eration of citizens who will help to perpetu-
ate a culture of civic involvement, It greatly
increases the social capital of the community,
and resulis in lasting change.

The second component involved developing a
process with the essential elements of good
planning and design that was also understand-
able, fun and doable for young people. This
process is  described in detail in  the
YouthPower Guide and summed up as Dream
It, Plan It and Do It. Dream It involved the
yvouth in creating a vision map of their ideal
community using words, pictures and sym-
bols. It allowed the participants to experience
ownership from the outset and provided
inspitation. Plan It included planning process-
es that were active, creative and fun. The youth
conducted a neighborhood tour to survey
what they saw as good and bad and identify
sites to improve. Next, they evaluated and
chose the ideas that were most popular, would
have the greatest impact and were most feasi-
ble They then drew pictures and wrote short
descriptions of their ideas and put them on an
actual map of the neighborhood, connected to
the sites they had identified, to create a plan
for the neighborhood. The next step was to
choose one or two major projects (o carry
out. The Do It phase involved drawing plans
for the site, determining materials needed, =
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making a plan for the work days and doing the
project. The key ingredient was the active
youth involvement in all these phases as par-
ticipants, decision-makers, and leaders. It was
important to have a consistent and under-
standable process. As the youth became famil-

jar with this process and gained mastery of

the steps, they gained self-confidence and
took the leadership role in running the plan-

ning workshops and implementing the proj-

eCts.

£

In order {or a project such as YouthPower 1o
be successful, the program must have the
capacity to work effectively with youth and to
deal with the many complex issues associated
with community planning and development.
Jose Colon had many years of experience as a
youth warker, and I had a background in com-
munity development. Neither one of us could
have done the project alone. There also needs
to be at least two to three years of consistent
and adequate funding for a project such as this
to get off the ground and become established,
YouthPower received four years of funding

from the Massachusetts Service Alliance and
from the Massachusetts Cultural Council
YouthReach Program. The Boston Foundation
for Architecture funded the YouthPower
Gutide.

DEVELOPING PARTNERSIIPS

As YouthPower expanded to include more
ambitious projects and took on a city wide
¢ ()])(_ m(umg,mg_, and implementing the proj-

ser

ects became expo-
nentially more com-
plex. It Dbecame
essential to develop
partnerships  with
other organizations,
professionals and city
officials. YouthPower
worked  with  the
Parks Department to
purchase and install
$23,000 of new play-
ground equipment.
By working with the
Plannimng
Department, it was
able to participate in
the master  plan
process. By joining
with another grass
roOts organization, it
was able to partict
pate in designing a
small park. By part
nering with several
other organizations,
it was able to take

the Holvoke Canal
Walk. The University of Massachusetts Urban
Places Project headed by Ann Forsyth, with
fatricia McGirr and Henry Lu, provided essen-
tial technical assistance in producing the
YourhPower Guide. Most recently,
YouthPower vouth have worked with several
yvouth groups to plan and run Youth Summits
involving hundreds of youth to create a youth

vision map for the future development of

Holyoke.

Building sustainability and continuity into the
project is the final component of the

YouthPower project. Too often planning and
community improvement efforts end up on
shelves or at best are  one-shot  deals.
YouthPower has been working to institution-
alize vouth participation in the planning
process, One of the results of the master plan
process was the creation of a Youth
Comumission to make recommendations to the
Mayor and the City Council. The annual Youth
Summit and the youth vision map also create
citywide participation, widespread support
and an ongoing vehicke for incorporating
youth into the pilanning process. Within El
Arco kris, a culture of service and civic involve-
ment has been established. The vouth regular-
Iy mention service and making their commu-
nity better.

The YouthPower story begins and ends with
the youth themselves and their transforma-
tion. According to one of the participants,
“This program made a big difference in my
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jife. Before 1 came here T was not responsible
and thought my community was junk. I came
here and attended [YouthPower] workshops
and associated with different people that
cared a lot about their community. It made me
start thinking more about my future. Now T am
here stilf trving to make a big difference in my
commniunity.”

For more information: The YouthPower Guide
can be ordered through the APA Planners
Bookstore or the University of Massachusetts
Extension, Antherst, Mass, 01003 phone 413-
3452717, fax 413-545-5175 or
http://www.umass.edu/vmext/bookstore/
(select the 4H Youth and Family category).

Inmwe Kepes is Co-Divector of the YouthPower
Project at El Arco Iris, El Arco Iris Youth and

Comnrunity Arts Center is a program of

Nueva Esperanza Inc, a commutity devel-
OPIMEnt corPoration.

part in the design of
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Hies. Applrcants should show a strong commitment to working collaboratively within such a .
cross disciplinary program. Clark is particularly interested in work that might build. upon exrszmg
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Principles for Young People’s

Participation and consultation have become
the watch-words of planning over at least the
last decade, and rightly so. No longer is it
acceptable for“professional” planners to make
decisions about our places and spaces with-
out taking on board the views and needs of
those peopie who use then. This change of
direction has seen
the development
of a plethora of
rights groups, cam-

children’s p&l?ﬂt Z.CZ:pOltZ'On paigning organisa-

tions and advocacy
agencies that
amplity the voices
of the otherwise

worse — manipulative unheard.

However, there is
one group whose
voices are small in
ntany  ways  and
who remain largely unheard - children. Young
people’s participation in planning is valuable
and remains a neglected area of planning and
decision-making. Such participation can con-
tribute to good urban governance, empower-
ment and poverty alleviation. The principles I
propose below reflect the context of devel-
oping and transitional countries rather than
the US. or UK. However, the arguments are
cequally relevant to so called developed coun-
tries,

Participation is a buman right, The rights of
children to participate in decisions that affect
them are explicitly enshrined in article 12 of
the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child (UNCRC) and in Agenda Twenty-
One. Within the Habitat Agenda, this right is
implicit in the goal of “good urban gover-
nance, enablement and participation.”

While these rights of participation relate to ali
decisions affecting the child, such as educa-
tion, health care, and guardianship, there are
few areas where decisions so directly affect a
child as those relating to the physical planning

Participation in Planning

By Suzanne Speak

and development of their neighborhoods.
However, participation is the feast recognized
of the three Ps - provision, protection and
participation - outlined in the UNCRC.
UNCRC maintains that children have the right
to "care and provision” of a standard of living
adequate for their physical, mental, spiritual,
moral and social development. The right of
“protection” covers abuse and neglect and
calls for special adaptations of legal proce-
dugres to protect them from extreme punish-
ments. “Participation” as a right is enshrined in
a number of Articles of the Convention. While
the Convention does not extend to children
the right to a vote it unquestionably identifies
children as active agents by attributing to
them the right 1o seek and obtain information
which is not deemed harmful to them and to
associate with others and assemble freely,
Article 12 of the Convention grants children
the right to express opinions about decisions
affecting them.

However, when it does occur children’s par-
ticipation is often tokenistic or wors¢ —
manipulative and decepiive — as children are
used as advertising media in the messages for
adults. If this right to participate is to be
embraced by those with the power to uphold
it we should understand what this means for
the c¢hild and society. How might children’s
and young people’s participation affect issues
of global social, economic, and cultural devel-
opment? Here lie the real reasons why we
should embrace even the smallest child’s
views in relation to the development of urban
and rural neighbourhoods, regardless of how
childhood is constructed socially.

Participation by children strengthens urban
governance, In the last two decades we have
witnessed a number of countries making the
transition from authoritarian dictatorship to a
democratic nation, In others, less authoritarian
central governments have yielded to global

pressure and the demand of internationat aid
agencics, to relinguish governance to smaller
and smaller political units, and (o pass on an
unprecedented degree of decision-making to
communities, This is especially true in plan-
ning in developing countries, where central
governments have begun to retreat from their
direct role in urban planning and develop-
ment, in {favor of handing over a greater degree
of decision-making to non-governmental
organizations and local communities. In such
situations, entire populations have had to
come to terms with a level of participation in
planning decisions they have not experienced
for generations, if ever,

One might argue that such community partic-
ipation will not bring about change in the fun-
damental inequalities in society. Demands for
participation linked to radical political change
have become “tamed” in pursuit of specific
outcomes -~ neighborhood regeneration,
improved infrastructure, better housing.
However, many see {his rise of community
participation as the very route to stronger

political empowerment. As decentralization of

decision-making requires increasing commu-
nity participation, we begin to see the differ-
ence between participation as a means 1o an
end or participation as an end in itself."Means-
focused” participation occurs when commu-
nities become involved in decisions affecting
a given outcome, say a new road or improved
environment. It is measured in terms of the
outputs (the final road). “End-focused” partici-
pation occurs when participation and deci-
sion-making are the desired outcome and is
measured in terms of the transfer of power.

In disenfranchising childven and youth from
adult conmmutilty power relations we run
the risk that they will have 1o greater respect
Jor comumnianity decisions and governdance
than they would for mstitutional, bureais-
cratic decisions. The risk is that young people
will become either apathetic towards or reac-
tive against community participation as a form
of power sharing. Participation requires able
and willing participants. This can be hard to
sustain as regular activists experience hurnout
or disillusionment, or achieve their goals and
are not replaced by younger members of the
CommMmunNity.

Participation by children can empower
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women. I many countries boys and girls are
regarded differently and their potential to be
involved in decisions as children is carried
into adult life. Women's participation is partic-
ularly limited. The increased participation of
children, especially girls, can only help the
drive towards increased participation of
women. First, and probably of greatest signifi-
cance, establishing gender-equal children’s
participation will encourage girls to partici-
pate as they grow older and to challenge other
gender differences. Second, children’s partici-
pation may be best facilitated by their moth-
ers and grandmothers, thus engaging older
women in the process.

Children’s input can strengthen poverty alle-
viation and education programs as they are
central beneficiaries with specific needs.
Basic education is central to poverty allevia-
tion initiatives. However, even where it is avail-
able it often conflicts with other duties. For
children of the South the logistics of daily life
are hard and complex. From an early age they
juggle “adult” working and caring roles with
demands of formal education and the devel-
opmental and play needs of childhood. A fail-
ure to understand their specific needs, as they
refate to the planning of their neighborhoods
in particular, may result in a sitvation where
education becomes too much of a burden
when coupled with other responsibilities. For
example, children are more kkely to be able 10
attend school if it is located near their other
duties, such as collecting water from a tap or
well.

Children who contribute to  houschold
income by, say, collecting reeds for mat mak-
ing or trading on the edge of the road, may be
hampered by adults” lack of understanding of
the children’s fears of local places and situa-
tions. For example, the shallow irrigation or
drainage ditch that an adult can leap across,
may seem like a frightful gully to a small child
fetching water or taking goods to market.
Through participation, development piro-
grams can be designed to support children in
their many roles. Moreover, it is increasingly
recognised that a strong and vibrant civil soci-
ety is a central efement of poverty alleviation
and reduction. In many parts of the world chil-
dren and voung people form the bulk of the
population. Only by incorporating them into
the development process can a vibrant and
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active civil society be assured.

Children and voung people need to be
involved in planning their urban neighbor-
hoods. This participation is directly related to
many of the broader roles that planning is
plaving in the development of a vibrant civil
soctety and the empowerment of communi-
ties and individuals,

More research on the roles of children in com-
munity and on ways to embed their opinions

and needs into the planning and development
of our urban places is of course neceded.
However, most importantly, planning educa-
tors and professionals need to engage with
children and tackle the lack of knowledge,
skills and willingness to engage with children
that is endemic in the profession.

Suzanne Spealk teaches at the School of

Architectire, Planning and Landscape at
the University of Newcastle wupon 1yne,
Ingland.
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Spring 2002 Forum Series

Pianners Network Forums - Spring 2002 “THE WORLD TRADE CENTER AND BEYOND”
All meetings are from 6:00-8:30pm at the Puck Building, Room 21 {corner of Houston and Lafayette St.), NYC.

Friday, March 8

Redevelopment: People and Place?

Moderator: Eva Hanhardt, Municipal Arts Society

Discussant: Ron Shiffman, PICCED and Pratt Institute, GCPE
Speakers: Representatives from...

New York New Visions, a coalition of twenty architecture, planning and design organizations that came together imme-
diately after September 11. This group, led by the AlA New York Chapter and APA Metra Chapter, has pooled the resources and
expertise of over 350 professionals and civic group leaders tc address issues surrounding the rebuilding of Lower Manhattan.

l.abor Community Advocacy Network, a group of about sixty representatives from various labor, community and advo-
cacy organizations in New York City, co-convened by the Fiscal Policy Institute, the Central Laber Council, and the Brennan Center
for Justice. Network participants have formed several working groups around such issues as infrasiructure, environmental justice,
jobs, job training, Chinatown, tax incentives, alternative economic development policy, revenue sources and governance in the
redevelopment process.

Rebuild New York Task Force, a committee of the infrastructure Task Force of the New York City Partnership that
includes representatives of the NYC Partnership, the Real Esiate Board of New York, and other private sector organizations and
firms. its purpose is to advocate a vision for the rebuilding of New York, inform and assist elected leaders, legisiators, and public
officials, and provide privale sector resources and professional advice on the rebuilding process, resource availability, issues of
liability and jurisdiction, emergency respanse procedures, codes, energy and utilities.

Friday, April 5

Reinvestment: Centralization/Decentratization
Moderator: Arturo Sanchez, Pratt institute and Hoy/
Discussant: Peter Marcuse, Columbia University
Speakers: Representatives from

The Civic Alliance, convened by the Regicnal Plan Association fo develop strategies for the redevelopment of Lower
Manhattan after September 11, The Civic Alliance is a coalition of more than 120 business, community and environmenial groups
representing a cross-section of the New York ragion providing a broad “umbrella” for planning and advocacy efforts in support of
the rebuilding of Downtown New York. The Alliance works closely with the Empire State Development Corporation, the Port
Authority of New York & New Jersey and New York City to create a bold vision for a revitalized downtown,

The Rebuild Downtown Our Town (R-DOT), a coalition of Lower Manhattan residents, businesses, community and
business associations, artists, colleges, profaessionais, designers, and public officials, who meet reguiariy tc discuss, research, and
develop a collective vision that can shape the new downtown. R-DOT intends to shape a vision of the form and function of the
new development while reflecting the economic, social, cultural and aesthetic values that can position New York City internation-
ally as an icon of 21st century urban living.

Rebuild for Whom? Spotlight on the Poor, a network, initiated by Mobilization For Youth {MFY} brings tegether grass-
roots organizers, advocacy groups, community-based organizations, and service providers, especially from the Lower East Side
and Chinatown, as well as urban planners, academics and policy makers to forge a plan that addresses the needs of pcor com-
munities in the rebuilding process.

Friday, April 19

Re-envisioning: Communities and the City

Moderator: Ron Shiffman, PICCED and Pratt Institute, GCPE

Discussants: Representatives from Community Board #1 and Community Board #2 in Manhattan
Speakers:

Representative(s) from The Lower Manhattan Redevelopment Corporation. This joint State-City entity was created by
Governor Pataki in November to “oversee all aspects of revitalizing and rebuilding Lower Manhattan, south of Houston Street.” it
functions as a supsidiary of the Empire State Development Corporation govermned by a nine-member board of directors, six
appointed by the Governor and three by the Mayor, with one representative from CB1.

Eva Hanhardt, Municipal Arts Society Planning Center. “Imagine New York," a coalition of concerned citizens, com-
munity organizations and professionals working in neighborhoods throughout the region to gather and share ideas and visions for
rebuilding and memorializing the World Trade Center site and responding to the impact of 8/11on the metropolitan area. MAS's
Planning Center works with community-based organizations across New York City to confront the planning, land use and economic
development issues facing their neighborh:oods. it works through public forums, workshops, publications and one-on-one assis-
tance {0 promoete sustainable, innovative and equitable planning.
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Smart Growth as a Trojan Horse:

Undoubtely “Smart Growth”and its close com-
panion “New Urbanism” have taken the plan-
ning profession by stormi. Smart growth is a
not-so-new planning approach that seeks to
substitute the leap-frogging, low-density, auto-
mobile-dependent, single-use pattern of devel-
opment of the post-WW II period for a system
of walkable — hence denser, varied and
friendly — neighborhoods, strung along a net-
work of mass transit lines, with casy access to
preserved open space. As a result, growth lim-
itation and growth management have sudden-
ly disappeared from planners’ radar screens.
Smart growth, planners have come o believe,
can deliver more; we can keep growing and
we can save the inner city and the environ-
ment as well,

More likely, smart growth is the Trojun horse
that, with the false promise of a comprehen-
sive, regional approach to the problems of
growth, opens the door to wholesale gentrifi-
cation through the densification and infill of
already urbanized communities. One aspect of
smart growth that is trumpeted aboutis that it
will bring about the revitalization and rebirth
of cities, But wouldn't it be ironic if that were
to happen at the expense of the people who
live there now?

What is especially damming about the pro-
posed densification of existing neighborhoods
is that such a strategy is based on an assumed,
but mistaken, capacity of the existing infra-
structure and public facilities to accommo-
date additional development. Without ade-
quate public facilities, densification would
worsen existing conditions and deepen the
urban/suburban divide at the metropolitan
level,

It is possible that most cities considering den-
sification are confronted with a situation akin
to that of San Diego and Los Angeles, where

By Nico Calavita

urban neighborhoods are saddled with huge
public facilities deficits. The Portland [Oregon]
example, usually presented by proponents of
smart growth as a successful application of
smart growth principles, is a unique case that
is unlikely to be replicated. There, as early as
the 1970s, it was decided to enhance the
attractiveness of older neighborhoods to keep
them competitive with the suburbs, a deciston
that resulted from a unique set of historical,
cultural and political circumstances.

How It DIpN'T WORK IN San DIEGO

During the 1970s the City of San Diego devel-
oped a “tier” approach to growth, with differ-
ent policies and implementation tools for var
ious sections of the city. As in Portland, the
strategy encouraged infill and denser develop-
ment in the aiready urbanized communities
by not assessing fees for development there.
Major new growth was to be accommodated
int the “planned urbanizing” tier, where all cap-
ital facilities (parks, libraries, schools, streets,
ete,) would be financed through fees paid by
the developers. And to phase growth, a “future
urbanizing” tier was established, consisting of
outlying arcas to be kept off-limits to develop-
ment for at least twenty-five years.

During the early 1980s, San Diego’s growth
management strategy seemed to be working
well, Infill development proceeded at a brisk
pace in the urbanized communities and, fol-
lowing a spate of legal wrangling, “facilities
benefit assessment” fees were collected from
developers to pay for public infrastructure in
the planned urbanizing tier According to a San
Diego planning department document, the
city was “considered a model for effective
management of growth”

The rapid surge in growth of the mid-1980s,
however, had serious repercussions in the

urbanized neighborhoods. One after another,
single family neighborhoods were invaded by
multifamily buiidings, many of them insensi-
tively designed, and community facilities were
overwlhelmed by the onslaught of newcom-
ers. It took practicaily a revolution for the City
Council to finally impose fees in the urbanized
tier in F987.1t was too late. In 1990 it was esti-
mated that to bring the urbanized communi-
ties up to ordinary city standards would cost
$1 bilion. A 1990 report of the “Renaissance
Commission” pointed out that the “older
urban neighborhoods are plagued with
entrenched crime problems, high percentage
of low-income youth, and gross éyfrastruciure
deficiencies and decap”(emphasis added).
Nothing was done. Even worse, the fees have
not been increased 1o keep place with infla-
tion, as in the planned uvrbanizing tier. The lat-
est estimate of facility needs for fire, library,
parks and recreation, and transportation is
$2.5 hillion.

Derrcrr v PuBLEC FACHLITIES

It is projected that the City of San Diego will
grow by approximately 400,000 people in the
next twenty vears, with a large portion of the
incredse to be accommodated in the urban
tier. While lip service is being paid to the need
to provide the public facilities, the reality is
that the city is in deep financial trouble, hav-
ing had to sell city-owned land to balance the
budget during the past few years, and we are
running out of land to sell.

To make things worse, the city has committed
to finance a balfpark in downtown San Diego,
to the tune of $299 million, phus $100 million
from the Center City Development
Corporation (the downtown redevelopment
agency). In addition, the just completed
Convention Center expansion was financed
through Transit Occupancy Taxes to be gener-
ated by yet-to-be-built hotels. Given the
tourism and travel crisis resulting from the
September 11 attacks in New York and
Washington, it is almost certain that the gen-
eral fund will have to be utilized to pay off the
Bonds,

The city has done practically nothing to
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address this deficit. A few years ago, long-term
community activist and former planning con-
missioner Verna Quinn lamented that “uncon-
trolled, unplanned, haphazard infill has left a
legacy of deficient parks, lack of schools and
general deterioration with increased social
problems and crime. No one was watching or
listening during the decade all this took place
- and now the city is faced with a major prob-
lem which will require long-term remediation
and huge commitments of public resources.”

With the development of a new Strategic
Framework Element of the General Plan the
magnitude of the problem will inevitably be
laid bare, as neighborhoods confront propos-
als for increased densification in the absence
of adequate funding plans for needed parks,
libraries, sidewalks, etc. Compared to other
California cities, our general fund revenues are
low. In San Diego, it amounts to $425 per capi-
ta, about half that in Los Angeles or San
Francisco. Our business and hotel taxes are
among the lowest in the state. We are the only
city in the region that does not charge a sepa-
rate fee for refuse collection. Will the new
mayor and council have the political courage
to revisit these and other sacred cows?

With the city already scrambling for revenues
for problematic projects like the downtown
ballpark, the revitalization of the neighbor-
hoods represents more than a planning and
financial challenge for the city. To the citizens
of San Diego it will be the litmus test of
wliether our elected officials will choose to
balance the influence of powerful special
interests with a more inclusive conception of
the public interest.

It is possible that San Diego and Los Angeles
(in Los Angeles the public facilities deficit is
estimated at more than $4 billion) are the
exception, but it is likely that many other
cities confronting high rates of growth are in
the same spot. What is the situation in your
city?

Nico Calavita teaches Dlanmning al San Diego
State Unifversily, He can be conlacled ol
nealavit@meil. sdsu.edu or via phone at 619
- 594 4027
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[This column on Latin America by Alejandro
Rofman is about growing poverty in Buenos
Aires, Argentina. An English transfation fol-
lows on the next page.|

“Evt I Capital » el Gran Buenos Aires ya
bay casi cualro millones de persondas

By Alejandro Rofman

resultados de una reciente investigacion ofi-
cial efectuada por el Ministerio de
Desarrolle Social de la Nacion en el
Aglomerado Gran Buenos Aires para el mes
de mayo de 2001. Si se acude a la mis infor-
mracion suministrada por el organismo encar-
gada de las estadisticas nacionales, se puede

apreciar la

Periodo

Octubre 1991
Octubre 1992
Octubre 1993
Octubre 1994
Octubre 1995
Octubre 1996
Octubre 1997
Octubre 1998
Octubre 1999
Octubre 2000
Mayo 2001

Notas:

(") No hay datos.

Incidencia de la pobreza:
porcentaje de personas por debajo de la linea
de la pobreza Aglomerado Gran Buenos Aires.

Mayo 71991/ Qctubre 2000

evolucion de
la  serie del
porcentual de
poblacidn
bajo la linea
de Ia pobreza,
radicada en la

Total Gran Ciudad de Total del Distritos Distritos
Buenos Aires (1) Buenos Aires (23 Conurbano (3) GBA1{4) GBAZ2(S p]'in(;ipnl area
289 11,7 352 28,5 40,7 metropoelitana
17.8 56 22,3 18,6 255 argentina,
16,8 6,2 20,4 14,3 26,2 desde 1991 a
19,0 6,7 23,0 16,3 29,1 la fecha.
248 8.0 30,5 20,9 38,1
27.9 7.5 24.8 26,0 42.4 Se considera
26.0 7.5 34,8 23,0 39,4 “pobres,”
25.9 59 32,4 24,5 39,1 scgun la
6.7 8.3 325 232 402 mletoldg}log;a
adoptada por
28,9 9,5 35,0 26,1 432 » I INSEC
31.5 *} "} ") ™

{1} Comprende a todo el aglomerado Gran Buenos Aires

{2} Comprende a la ciudad de Buenos Aires{ Dislrito Federal)
(3} Comprende a los distritos que rodean al Distrito Federal y que pertenecen a la provincia de Buenos Aires.
(4} Comprende a los distritos que rodean ef Ristrito Fedarat en un primer anille.

{5 Comprende & los distrilos mas distanles del Distrito Federal,en un segundo anilic.

(Instituto
Nacional de
Estadisticas y
Censos de Ia
Nucion), a los
miembros de
un hogar que

pobres, Asi, sobre una poblacion de 12,1
miillones de babitantes, el 31.5% no tiene
Ingresos suficientes para comprdar uid
canasta bdsica de alimentos )y servicios.
Stgnifica que casi uno de cada tres babi-
tanies porteiios y del conurbano es pobre,
Es el meayor porcenleje y nikmero de per
sonas pobres desde 19917

Esta informacion periodistica del diario
argentino Clarin consignada en su edicion
del 13 de agosto de 2001, da cuenta de [os

no estan
capacitados en satisfacer, por medio de la
compra de bienes v servicios, un conjunto
de necesidades alimentarias y no alimenta-
rias consideradas esenciales. En el rele-
vamiento de octubre de 2000 se estimo que
un hogar compuesto de dos adultos v tres
nifos menores de cinco ailos deberia
percibir como ingreso total mensual, al
menos $307.70 (pesos argentinos o dolares,
dado que la paridad cambiaria es 1 dolar=]
pese)y, para no ser considerado pobre.
Aunque este cilculo se encuen- [ont on page 30}

I the capital city and Grealer Buaenos
Aives there arve almost fowr million poor
people. Thus, of a population of 12.1 mil-
fion inbabitanis, 31.5 percent do not bave
income sufficient (o buy basic foods and
services. This means that almost one of
every three people in Buenos Aires and the
metropolitan region is poon This is the
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By Alejandro Rofman

services, 4 group of food and other needs
that are considered essential. In the study
from Qctober of 2000 it was estimated that
a4 houschold composed of two adults and
three children less than five yvears old would
have to receive a total monthly income of at
least $507.70 (Argentine pesos or U.S. dol-
lars, since the exchange rate was until

largest 1uni-
ber and per-
cenlage of
poar  people
sénce 19917

These  statis-

tics from the Period Total Greater City of

Argentine Buenos Alres (1) Buenos Aires {(2) Conurbano (3} 13t Ring (4)
newspaper Ji October 1991 28.9 1.7 35.2 285
Clarin on | October 1992 17.8 56 22.3 18.8
August 13, October 1993 16.8 6.2 20.4 143
2001 give an October 1994 19.0 6.7 23.0 16.3
account of the October 1985 24.8 8.0 30.5 20.9
results of October 1996 27.9 7.5 34.8 26.0
recent official October 1997 26.0 7.5 34.8 23.0
research con- October 1998 259 59 324 24.5
ducted by the | October 1999 26.7 8.3 325 23.2
National | october 2000 28.9 9.5 35.0 26.1
Ministry of May 2001 315 *) & )

S 0o ¢ i al
Bevelopment Notes;
in Greater

Incidence of Poverty:

Percentage of Persons Below the
Poverty Line in Greater Buenos Aires.

May 1991/ October 2000

{1} The greater Buenos Aires metropolitan region.

{2} The City of Buenos Aires (Federal District).
Buenos  Aires {3} The districls that surround the Federal District and belong to the Province of Buenos Aires.
. {4) The first ring districts around 1he Federal Districl.
for the month {5) The second ring districts around the Federat District.

{*) No data.

of May, 200111
we  look at

2rd Ring (5)
40.7
255
26.2
29.1
38.%
424
394
394
40.2
432

"

other information provided by the national
institution charged with statistical report-
ing, we can see how the percentage of the
population below the poverty line, located
in the nation’s largest metropolitan region,
changed since 1991.

According to the methodology adopted by
INDEC (National Institute of Statistics and
Census), the “poor” are considered to be
household members that are not able to sat-
isfy, by means of the purchase of goods and

recently one peso to the dollar) to stay out
of poverty. Although this figure is often con-
sidered to be low, we can accept it for now
as a basis for statistical analysis. Thus we
will be able to observe the evolution of the
percentage of poor people in the area dur-
ing the last decade, making distinctions
between areas in the region and between
selected years,

After the beginning of the decade with high

poverty  indicators,  they [Cont en page 30]
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Rofman {Cont. from page 50]

tra cuestionado por insuficiente, lo acepta-
mos, por razones de andlisis temporal
estadistico. Podremos asi observar la evolu-
cion del porcentual de personas pobres en ¢l
Area durante el Gltimo decenio, discriminado
por area intraregional y en afos sclecciona-
dos.

Luego de un inicio de la década con altos
indicadores, los mismos decrecen por la
fuerte caida de I inflacidon que devuelve
poder adquisitivos a los sectores sociales
mas débiles. La incidencia de la pobreza
recomienza su crecimiento en 1994, En 1995
se verifican los mas elevados niveles de
desempleo de la década 0% en dicha Area)
y el indice de pobreza crece significativa-
mente. Hacia el final del periodo, el deterioro
ccondmico, la redistribucidn regresiva del
ingreso, v la persistencia de altas tasas de
desempleo agudizan el deterioro social en ¢l
Area. Esta situacion critica se agrava en los
distritos alejados de la  relativamente
praspera ciudad de Buenos Aires. En ellos se
asienta la poblacién de reciente inmigracion
0 la que carece de recursos para acceder a
un habitat digno,

El Estado Federal v los gobiernos locales

poco han hecho para enfrentar esta realidad
social, recluyéndose en politicas  insufi-
cientes de neto corte asistencialista v elec-
toralista. Un importante movimiento social
I emergido recientemente, convocado por
partidos politicos de izquierda y centro-
izquicrda, sindicatos combativos, organismaos
defensores de los derechos humanos, dig-
natarios religiosos, agrupaciones estudi-
antiles y cooperativas para conformar el
Frente Nacional contra la Pobreza | que en ¢l
presente mes va a realizar una consulta pop-
ular de cardcter abierto, dirigida a todos los
habitantes del pais, y donde espera convali-
dar un proyecto de ley para ser presentado al
Parlamento a fin de que se ponga en marcha
un Scguro de Empleo vy Formacion Laboral,
con la consigna, Ningiin hogar bajo la
linea de la pobreza. Esta iniciativa popular
confia en recolectar la adhesion de no
menos del 10% de 1a poblacion para confor-
mar la primera experiencia de accion diree-
ta, con la activa participacion de sus institu-
ciones mas progresistas.

Alejandro  Rofman e¢s  Profesor e
Investigador Principal en el Centro de
Istudios Urbanos ¥ Regionales,
Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Rofman {ranslation) (cont. grom page 30

decrease with the strong drop in the infla
tion rate that gives greater spending power
to the weaker social sectors. The incidence
of poverty renews its growth in 1994, In
1995 the highest levels of unemployment in
the decade were achieved (twenty percent)
and the poverty index grew significantly.
Towards the end of the period, the econom-
ic deterioration, regressive distribution of
income and the persistence of high rates of
unemployment aggravated social deteriora-
tion in the metropolitan area. This critical
situation worsens as you move further away
from the relatively prosperous city of
Buenos Aires, There we find a population of
recent immigrants and those that lack the
resources to maintain a decent living envi-
ronment.

Federal and local governments have done lit-
tle to confront this social reality, resorting to
inadequate welfare policies and electioneer-

ing tactics. An important social movement
has emerged recently, brought together by
political parties of the left and center-left,
militant unions, human rights groups, reli-
gious leaders, students and cooperatives.
This movement takes the form of the
National Front against Poverty, which this
month will make an open call to everyone in
the nation and hopes to prepare legislation
to be presented to Parliament that would
create Employment and Labor Insurance,
with the slogan, “No houschold under the
poverty line”This popular initiative hopes to
get the support of at least ten percemnt of the
population by undertaking direct action as a
first step, with the active participation of its
more progressive mstitutions,

Alexander Rofman s Professor cand S
Researcher in the Centro de Estudios
Urbanos ) Regionales, Universidad ded
Buenos Atres, Argenting.
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Death Notice of Celso Augusto Daniel:

This notice was sent to us on January 2 by
PN member Mariane Fix in Brazil. PN bas
ties with progressive Brazilian planners
assoctated with Workers Party goverrniments.
Celso Augusto Daniel played a leading role
in their importani and pioneering work.

It is with great regret that we report that My
Celso Augusto Daniel, fifty years old, in his
third term as the Mayor of the City of Santo
Andre, Brazil, passed away last night. He had
been kidnapped last Friday and was found
dead this morning by the Military State Police
of Juquitiba, Sao Paulo, at 7:40 AM, on a dirt
road off Regis Bittencourt Highway, about
forty miles south of the City of Sto Paulo.

The mayor was kidnapped after leaving a
restaurant with a friend in the City of Sao
Paujo, at 11:30 PM on Friday, January 18.The
mayor and his friend were followed by the
kidnappers and their bullet proof car was
rammed off the road by two other vehicles.
The kidnappers abducted the mayor, who was
in the passengers seat. The mayor’s friend was
teft behind.

Last November, Celso Paniel, along with four-
teen other mayors from the Workers Party
(P in Sao Paulo, received death threat letters
from a group called the Brazilian
Revolutionary Action Front (FARB).

A success in the ballot boxes, mayor Celso
Augusto Daniel was one of the founders of the
Workers Party in the ABC Region. He was
mayor for the City of Santo Andre for the first
time in 1989, In 1994, he was elected Federal
Representative with an impressive number of
votes and in 1997 he was elected for another
term as the mayor of the City of Santo Andre.
In 2000 he was reelected for another term and
received over seventy percent of the votes.

Currently, Celso Daniel was also the general
coordinator of the Workers Party government
plans. Graduated in civil engineering, the
mayor had a Master's Degree in Management

of the City of Santo Andre, Brazil

by the Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV-5P)
and was finishing his Ph.DD. in Political
Sciences at the Pontifical Catholic Untversity
(PUCSP). Celso Daniel had an active role in
the foundation of very important regional
institutions: the Intermunicipal Trust of the
High Tamanduatei and Billings Basins (1990),
the Intermunicipal Trust of the Greater ABC
(1991), the Regional Chamber of the Greater
ABC (1997) and the Local ELEconomic
Development Agency of the Greater ABC
(1998), where he was currently the General
Director. He participated in several events and
forums related to Public Management issucs in
Brazil and different parts of the world, always
invited by multilateral agencies.

In June, 2001 he represented Santo Andre and
Brazit in the Istambul+5 Conference, held by
the Habitat Programme of the United Nations,
on a presentation of the only Brazilian experi-
ence officially chosen along with three other
Latin American experiences - The Integrated
Programme Aimed at Social Inclusion.

This afternoon, 5,000 people, including local
population and politicians, participated in a
civic and ecumenical act in favor of peace in
the City Hall of Santo Andre. The event was
organized by the municipal administration,
the Workers Party (PT), unions and religious
institutions shocked by the brutal murder of
the mayor.

During the act, that gathered important lead-
erships of the Workers Party, among them the
Party’s president of honor, Luis Inacio Lula da
Silva; members  of  the House of
Representatives Jose Genoino, Jose Dirceu,
Aloizio Mercadante and the mayor of Sao
Paulo, Marta Suplicy, issued an official notice
to the Nation, written by the National
Executive Board of the Workers Party express-
ing ouwtrage with the situation of unreliability
and impunity of Brazil. Joao Avamileno, vice-
mayor of Santo Andre former President of the
Workers Party of Santo Andre, will take over
the administration of the municipality.
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Leveling the Field:

PART TWO (Part One appecared in the previ-
ous  issue  of  Planner’s  NetworR
(Seplember/December 2001). This article is
Dased on a keynote presentation {o the 2001
Planners Network conference in Rochester.

In the first part of this article, T noted six

myths that help maintain suburbs in an advan-

tageous position compared to cities, tilting
Figure 3a :

City Realities versus Anti-Urba

By William Goldsmith

transit is too expensive for cities and jobs are
too far away for city residents.

In this part, I will discuss the remaining four
myths: that city schools for black and Latino
children are failures and cannot be improved;
that discrimination and residential segrega-
tion are problems of the past; that the drug
war will solve neighborhood problems; and

! ; Hilton CSD
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Source: Monroe County School Boards Associatién‘ 2001, Statistics are from the 2000-2001 schaool year.

that poverty is an
urban problem.
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H
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the plaving field, to use the standard

metaphor.

The housing myth is that public programs for
housing - and the taxes to support them -
mainly help people in need: poor peopie, city

people, working class people, and people of

color. The transportation myth is that good

Curve” myth says
that the problem is the kids themselves, resur-
recting outmoded nineteenth century unsci-
entific social science with its racist argument
that people with darker skins are intellectual-
ly inferior.

Counting only the good U.S. public schools,
the U.S. scores right at the top in recent

worldwide tests in math and science. But the
VLS. average scores for eighth grade math and
science are way, way down: rwenty-cighth in
math, seventeenth in science. How can this
be? The very high scores for the good schools,
mostly in middle class Gand white) suburbs,
are averaged with terribly low scores in the
bad schools, located mostly in poor (and dark
skinned) city districts. Critics usually offer one
of two explanations: The Bell Curve answer,
that the problem is the inferior kids; or The
Market Eaphoria answer, that the problem is
public school bureaucracies, unionized teach-
ers, and poor curricula.

A third explanation scems to fit the facts bet-
ter. Once again, as we saw for housing and
transporta-
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crepancies from city 1o suburh,

According 1o the 1999 Report to  the
Governor of New York, instructional expendi-
tures per pupil in upstate suburbs excecded
upstate large city school expenditures by four-
teen percent, $748 per student per vear! In the
tenth grade, suburban classes in English and
Social Studies had only twenty-two students
on average, in the cities they had twenty-six or
twenty-seven students. For a teacher with five
daily classes, that means reading an additional
twenty or bwenty-five papers for every assign-
ment, working with an additional one hundred
or more students cach week. By the way, three
percent of enrollment in these suburban dis-

Figure 3b

tion, the play-
ing field is
tilted against
the cities.
This time the
tilt is so steep
that a fair
game is just
impossible,
Cities  suffer
from crowd-

i -

ed class-
rooms, run-
down facili- ) P

t i ¢ s |
untrained
and unsup-
ported teach-
ers, and over-
burdened
administira-
tors. Does
anyone won-
der why chil-
dren  don’t
learn?  The

West Suburbs

Enrollment: 13,844
Expenditure: $9,607

Rochester vs. Suburbs
Expenditure Per Student

North Suburbs
i Enroflment: 30,176
=, Expenditure: $9,882

- Saouth Subuirbs
_Enroliment: 31,114 ¢

Expenditure: $1?,05§
(+162/0) e

Source: Monroe County School Boards Assaciation, 2001. Statistics are from the 2000-2001 schoo! vear.

school story is complex and the problems
deep, not to be told only about budgets, but
that is a good place to begin. To begin, city
costs are higher, because more students don't
speak English, more have health problems,
more suffer malnourishment. More parents, for
one reason or another, do not provide extra
support with homework. Even leaving those
extra needs aside, we find huge budgetary dis-

tricts is “minority” students. Inn the upstate city
disericts the figure is eighteen percent. New
York City schools enroll thirty-six percent
minority students.

As we can see from Map 3A of school districts
in metropolitan Rochester, per pupil expendi-
ture discrepancies are large. The discrepan- =
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Figure 4

cies would be even larger, but these figures do
not account for the extra cffort needed to
teach English as a second language, deal with
learning disabilities that are higher in the city,
or account for the much higher drop-out
rates, In spite of these extra city needs, the
well-off suburban district of Rush-Henrietta
spends 27% more for each pupil, compared to
Rochester,

Figure 3B shows the city/suburb tilt more
schematically. Here we see the overall advan-
tage of the better-oft suburbs to the south of

where they please. With an odd twist, here is
the myth in the words of conservative Shelby
Steele: “Given the high crime rates, poor
schools, rampant violence, drug trafficking,
and general mode of hopelessness, why don’t
people leave |cities for the suburbs] as they
once left the South?” His answer: "Welfare has
diffused the normal human impulse to
migrate from joblessness toward opportunity”

The fact is huge restraints deny mobility to
people of color. U.S. metropolitan areas can
still be called American apartheid. While it is
true  that

Behind Bars

middle
class black

Crime Statistics for African-Americans in the United States ( a4 d
Hispanic)
families

Drug Use Arrests Convictions | Prison Sentences Time in Jail now final-
ly can

13% 35% 55% 74% longer Y
leave the

Source: Zatz (2000)

the city, and we can note the equal per-pupil
expenditures for the white working class sub-
urbs to the north and west which, ignoring
the still higher needs in the city, are not dif-
ferent from Rochester.

For a different measure of educational bias
against city people and people of color, and
against many inner suburbs, it helps to think
outside the box, to compare overall education
and prison budgets. Take the state of
California. In 1997 budgets for elementary and
secondary education totaled about $32 hil-
lion. The budget for fighting crime - police,
jails, prisons and the judicial system - was
about $18 Dbillion. Calculating very roughly,
that means that the crime fighting systeim in
California costs the taxpayers about ten times
as much per criminal as the schools cost per
student. The numbers are in the range of $30-
$60 thousand per criminal and $5-$6 thowu-
sandd per student.

The Rack MyTH

There are so many myths with race, it is diffi-
cult to know where to start. The myth of geo-
graphic mobility may be most pertinent.
Americans ate supposed to be able to live

city and
move to the suburbs, ordinary working class
black (and dark-skinned Hispanic) people, not
to mention those who are poor, suffer still
from exclusion based on “race”White suburbs
work hard to keep people of color out - they
use exclusionary zoning and housing codes;
they regulate out apartments and other rental
homes; they use hostile police forces; and, of
course, they maintain their privileges with
suburban housing subsidies.

Racial and ethnic conditions and, especially,
change are controversial topics once again as
reports filter out from the 2000 Census.
Reports tell of black, Asian or Latino middle
class majorities in some suburbs, of reduced
segregation in some areas. These anomalous
reports may be heartwarming, but we ought
wonder whether such reports are newswor-
thy only against the backdrop of the racially
homogeneous character of nearly all suburbs
and of the exclusions and hostility they still
exhibit toward blacks and Latinos, who
remained confined to city neigbhborhoods
and a few inner suburbs. Indeed, as T write this
in July 2001,1 see a news story about the Long
Iskand suburb of Farmingville, population
16,000, where White residents object to the
construction of a municipal hiring hall for day
laborers. Opponents of the hall, which would

connect Latino immigrants with employers,
have asked for help from leaders of two
nativist hate groups in California. Two white
men await trial in Farmingville for attempred
murder: in September they posed as contac-
tors, then brutally beat two Latino workers.

T Crime AND DRUG MyTH

The myth for most Americans is that crime
and drugs have an African American face. This
myth supports a war on drugs, a war that,“has
led to tremendous increases in incarceration
rates for young black males living in inner

.
fa

cities.” According to the US. Department of
Justice, for the population age cighteen or

older - men and women - “on an average
day” in the nineteen nineties, these percent-
ages of people "were under the care, custody,
or control of the criminal justice system:”
Asians, one percent; Whites, two percent;
American Indians, four percent; African
Americans, ten percent. The statistics for
young African American men are truly shock-
ing. One-third of young African American men
and boys are either in jail, on parole, or recent-
ly released. (The comparable figure for young
White men is one in sixteen) “In 1994,
African Americans and Latinos constituted 90
percent of all drug offenders in state prisons.”
Thus the myth - blacks and Latinos are crimi-
nal drug users.

Yet, according to studies by the Centers for
Disease Control in Atlanta and various other
scientific groups, drug use knows no color
line. It appears that thirteen percent of drug
users are African American, just in line with
their thirteen percent weight in the popula-
tion. The percenage of Latinos is somewhat
lower than their weight. So, how do the jails
get filled with black and Latino men? It is sim-
ple, and the problem is once again the unfair-
ly tilted plaving field. The legislators, police,
lawyers, and judges play the game with sharp
bias against citics and against people of color.
Blacks may be only thirteen percent of the
users, but drug charges bring African
Americans thirty-five percent of all arrests,
fifty-five percent of convictions, seventy-four
percent of prison sentences and significantly
longer terms in prison.
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The main problem is not the drugs them-
selves, bad as they are; not the drug users, the
vast majority of whom are white; not even the
pushers, parasites that they are; but the drug
WAR! This is a war against voung black men in
1S, cities, and it involves huge budgets for the
building of new jails, mainly in small towns in
white rural areas; right-wing political alliances
of prison-guard unions, small towns and state
governments; the disruption of normal life in
whole neighborhoods; and massive destruc-
tion of cities and the countryside in Bolivia,
Colombia and elsewhere outside our national
borders.

As long as this WAR on drugs continues, the
profits will go to the bankers, the prison con-
struction companics and the lawvers; the
casualtics will hit cities, people of color and
especially their neighborhoods.

THE POvERTY MYTH

The last myth, the poverty myth, is the
strangest one of all. Somehow, in the United
States, poor people themselves get blamed for
being poor. Elsewhere, in all other rich indus-
triatized (or so-called post-industrial) coun-
tries, powerful political parties on the left
make clear that the causes of poverty arise in
the socicty and the economy, especially in the
labor market - unemployment, low pay, indus-
trial shut-downs, accidents of history. Rather
than blaming individuals, these same left-
wing parties have obliged their countries to
adopt social programs that help people who
cannot do well in the Eabor market. Since read-
ers of Planners Netwaorle are familiar with cri-
tiques of victim-blaming myths, 1 will offer just
one brief Hustration of a corallary myth.

Corporate chief-executive salaries in the U8,
are so high, and so out of whack with any rea-
sonable measure of the value of the CEOs to
anyone but themselves that they almost defy
explanation - except to say that CEOs have
formed a cartel, dlong with their compensa-
tion committees and some compensation
consultants, to protect their monopoly. Mind
voul, these very same corporate executives are
the ones who spend millions on advertising
and political lobbying o per- Gon on page 1]
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Planning After September 11:

The following paper was drafted as the basis
for discussion at a series of meetings planned
by New York City Planners Network. It reflects
the concerns expressed by Planners Network
members who have been involved with some
of the groups working on post-September 11
issues. Planners Network will explore and
debate these issues in greater depth at the
meetings, in which various groups working on
post-September 11 issues and visions will be
asked to present and discuss their points of
view. This piece was drafted by Peter Marcuse
with input from a number of Planners
Network members.— Aypse Yonder

a s

Two groups of planning issues dominate dis-
cussions in New York City after September 11:
What Is To Be Done? and Who Is To Decide
What is To Be Done (and For Whont)? Many in
the planning profession in the City are
focussing on the first; Planners Network
should be drawing attention to the second as
well.

Wnhat Is 10 Bg Dong?

From any point of view, What 1sTo Be Done? is
not a simple question. It involves at least the
following major planning issues, with short
background statements followed by tentative
positions on each:

Rebuild how miich where? Estimates are that
fiftcen million square feet of office space were
completely destroved, and perhaps another
twelve million rendered temporarily  unus-
able, by the attack on the World Trade Center
(New York Times 1/6/2002). This is twenty
percent of the eighty-two million square feet
of office space of the downtown financial dis-
trict of Manhattan before September (New
York Times 9/23/2001, $11, D. The Midtown

By Peter Marcuse

business district, unaffected by the attack, has
181 million square feet of office space;
Midtown south another sixty-five million. In
the three months after the attack, firms that
had been in the lost space took up major
blocks of space in Midtown, in other boroughs
of New York City (particularly Brooklyn and
Queens), across the river in New Jersey, and in
the suburbs of New York City and southern
Connecticut. There is today 14.6 million
square feet of office space vacant in Midtown,
8.2 in Midtown south, and 7.2 in the down-
town financial district; and there is an cco-
NOMIC recession.

Position one: Rebuilding in the financial dis-
trict will not be market driven. If it is to take
place, it will require significant public subsi-
dies. How much is warranted, and where,
needs to be carefully examined. The benefits
of subsidized new office construction to
replace space lost September 11 are not
dependent on locating that construction
Conly) in the financial district. The benefits of
agglomeration economies, ¢te., there, must be
halanced by how far those benefits might be
obtained elsewhere and the public costs and
benefits of steering investment to one or
another location. Significant investment to
deal with the consequences of September 11
should go outside of lower Manhattan.

Position two: The role of finance and related
activities in the overall economy of the city
should also be reexamined in this context. In
the long run it is desirable to diversify the
cconomy. Preserving manufacturing and cul-
tural activities, refaining small creative and
service businesses, and protecting the quality
of residential life against displacement, should
also be major concerns.

Whet kind of transportetion is needed? The
attack on the World Trade Center caused major

disruptions to New York City’s mass transit
network, the kargest in the nation and central
to the city’s {unctioning. Subway lines below
Chambers Street on the West Side (the num-
ber one and nine lines) were completely
destroved, as was the PATH commuter rail line
from New Jersey that terminated in the World
Trade Center. Some 220,000 riders used the
local lines or buses, some 60,000 the PATH
commuter line every day. There is & major sub-
way interchange at Fulton Street, near, but not
connected 1o, the World Trade Center location.
The PATH location was intimately tied in, at its
inception, with service to the World Trade
Center and the economic upgrading of that
ared, which had earlier housed multiple small
businesses, many run by immigrants. A major
multi-billion dollar investment would be
required to accomplish the most ambitious
proposal for reconstruction: moving the one
and nine lines to the west to better serve
Battery Park City and building a new PATH sta-
tion with direct connections to the Fulton
Street complex, including people mover
underground sidewalks.

Position three: Major investments in trans-
portation improvements in the financial dis-
trict must be tied in to decisions about land
use. If major rebuilding will not soon take
place in the financial district, transportation
investment there should have lower priority; it
should not be used to stimulate building there
unless that is desired as a matter of land use
planning. There are major competitors for
transportation funds: improvements in sub-
way service, Grand Central - Penn Station con-
nections  and  expanded  bus  service.
lmprovement of transportation infrastructure
in the financial district should not drive or
replace regional transportation planning.

What designs shauld be supported for the
World Trade Cender site? Proposals have been
numerous, exhibitions have flowered, design
contests have been discussed. There is com-
mon agreement that a memorial must be a
major component. Safety and sccurity con-
cerns have also played a prominent role, for
example in the Stock Iixchange's decision 1o
abandon a high-rise proposal because it was
no longer rentable after September 11,
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Position four: It is too early to make ¢ven pre-
liminary decisions on design, and design must
not be allowed to precede or dictate the plan-
ning nceded to establish uses and the desired
program. Decisions establishing a transparent,
democratic planning process must precede
decisions about design. Public space and pub-
lic use must be major goals; security concerns
should not be allowed to interfere with acces-
sibility and the free use of such spaces.

What are the priovities jor public invest-
ment? 'To date the assumption has been that
investment should go to, and be limited to,
lower Manhattan, presumably  south  of
Houston
Street. The
PALrrow
prescrip-
tions of
FEMA have
b e ¢ n
implicitly
taken  as
guidelines
1o be
exceeded
only where
improve-
ments  to
“rebuilt”
infrastructure are involved. The result will be
that the majority of public payments go to
major businesses, land owners and financial
interests. The consequences of September 11
extend far bevond lower Manhattan, however,
as only a small minority of workers in the
destroyed buildings lived in Manhattan (less
than twenty percent), and even fewer in lower
Manhattan. Economic damage to nmany work-
ers and small businesses wias much more
painful than to the major business occupants
of the arca. Beyond that, to the extent that
new hudget decisions are being made, the city
has other critical priorities—affordable hous-
ing, education, health care, welfare—that need
10 be weighed in determining what is spent
where and for what.

Position five: Priorities must be established in
the expenditure of public funds afier
september 11, and they should not be=

Public space and public use
must be major goals;
security concerns should
not be allowed to interfere
with accessibility and the

free use of such spaces.




exclusively focused on lower Manhattan. The
full range of needs created by the attack must
he considered, and the distributional conse-
quence  of various allocations reviewed.
Actions dealing with September 11 must be
considered in the light of the city’s overall
needs.

Wio Is To Drans Waar Is To Be DoNE (ann
For WhoMm)y?

The issue of Who Decides What is'To Be Done
(and For Whom)? is perhaps clearer in theory,
but more difficult in practice.

Who decides? The conspicuous players thus
far are the state and local governments, acting
t]lmugli the Lower Manhattan Redevelopment
Corporation, which they have just established.
It is composed, in Herbert Muschamp’s words,
of “captains of indusiry, including top execu-
tives from financial services and communica-
tions companies and from public agencies for
construction and economic development”
(New York Times 12/23/2001, §2, 1, 42). The
chair of Comumunity Board 1, the local plan-
ning body for the neighborhood in which the

World Trade Center stood, and the president of

the Building and Construction Trades Council
of Greater New York are also members. The
Lower Manhattan Redevelopment
Corporation has powers to override most zon-
ing and planning procedures. It has been
appointed by the governor (seven members,
four-year terms) and the outgoing Mayor (four
members, initially one-year terms). The Lower
Manhattan Redevelopment Corporation has
thus far, at least in statements of its chair,
defined the “stakeholders” it is responsive to,
anck around whose interests committees will
be organized, as:“the families of victims, down-
town residents, commuters, Wall Street firms,
developers, retail shopkeepers, and culeural
organizations.”

The city’'s formal planning processes have
been fought for by progressive groups over
many years, and have resulted in some signifi-
cant democratic gains. These include local

Community Boards in every neighborhood of

the city, a Uniform Land Use Review
Procedure in which such boards play a role, a

“197-a7 process for neighborhood-based plan-
ning, requirements for information and pubtic
hearings, cte. However, the City Planning
Commission has not played any visible role in
the current debates except to indicate its will-
ingness to facilitate any development that is
wanted, The newly clected New York City
Council, new because term limits precluded
the majority of its former members from run-
ning again, has not thus far played any role.

On the civic side, there was initially NYC
Rebuild, a grouping of professionals whose
carly members were described as "a Who's
Who of major real estate developers and cor-
porate architecture firms" (New York Times
10/28/2001). It soon broadened its base in the
form of New York New Visions, including
some {wenty professional groups, largely led
by the New York chapter of the American
Institute of Architects and including the New
York Metro chapter of the American Planning
Association. Tt has just released a fiftytwo
page report including some input as to
process from progressive pluners, not how-
ever highlighted in the summaries or major
recommendations. R-DOT (Rebuild
Downtown Our Town) is again a coalition of
restdents, business people, non-profits and
others from the immediately affected areas,
and is secking to influence developments, as is
a group in which Mobilization for Youth is
plaving an active supporting role, Chinatown
residents are active in both the latter two. The
Civic Alliance is probably the broadest of the
coalitions focused explicitly on the aftermath
of September 11. It now includes almost 100
varied civic organizations, and has an active
Economic and Environmental  Justice
Committee. Among its members are such
groups as the Community Labor Activist
Network, a cornerstone of the EEJC, which
includes representatives of major grass-roots
community and labor and environmental
groups.

And there are of course the extremely active
private business groups. These include the
Real Estate board of New York and its mem-
bers; Larry Silverstein, owner of one of the
destroved buildings at the World Trade Center
and holder of a ninety-nine year fease on the

others; and the New York City Parinership,
first formed by David Rockefeller to deal with
the City's fiscal crisis of 1975 With a web site
hilling it as the "voice of New York City's busi-
ness  community,” the New York City
Partnership formulated and pushed for $3 hil-
Ion in tax inceatives to companies that stay in
l[ower Manhattan.

No one knows exactly how much money is
coming to New York City from the federal gov-
ernment for various purposes, anywhere
between $2 and $8 billion are in play.
Substantial discretion will exist in its expendi-
ture and city influence may affect federal
guidelines. Existing proposals, ¢.g. by the Civic
Alliance, include references to everything
from major infrastructure investment and
assistance to developers in building and/or
modernizing to, somewhat in passing, invest
ments in housing and education. No priorities,
relative weights or costing out of any such
proposals are included.

Position six: The city's formal planning and
land use and budgeting processes should be
maintained for all actions having to do with
September 11, If for any emergency reason
real speed is critical (it is not for any building
undertakings; it may be for major subway
repairs, for instance), streamiining should he
on a case by case basis, approved by the City
council and mayor, not by revisions of long-
standing procedures,

Position seven: The city has a City Planning
Commnuission. It needs to be strengthened with
good appointments, augmented staff and may-
oral confidence. It needs to play a key role in
feading comprehensive, longterm planning
for the city, of which planning for fower
Manhittan should be seen as a part,

Position  cight; The  Lower  Manhattan
Redevelopment Corporation muslt reflect the
full diversity of interests affected by its
actions. It must include, at the least: represen-
ratives of neighboring communitics, of imimi-
grant and minority groups of workers and
unions, of small businesses, of cconomic inter-
ests outside FIRE., especially, manufacturing,
cultural, and small businesses and retail).

Position nine: Professional groups as well as
decision-makers must recognize that there are
conflicting interests in deciding what is to be
done and that prioritics must be established.
The quest for consensus can conceal those
conflicts and is likely to reinforce the siatus
quo in the distribution of power and
resources. Who gets what, who benefits and
who pays are critical issues and should be
highlighted in every planning document and
for all planning proposals. Priorities should be
established and made plain with those consid-
erations in mind.

Position ten: Planning must pay close atten-
tion to money. Budgeting is often where pri-
orities are in fact established; they must not be
allowed to be made piece-meal. An immediate
overview should be provided of the likely
sources of funding for September 11 related
investment, existing plans for their expendi-
ture, andd the alternatives available.

L N

The tssues in New York City reflect a fascinat-
ing inter-play of global and the local interests,
cross-cut by the interplay of the differences in
economic and class interests. The general but
implicit assumption is that lower Manhattan is
the vital center of New York City’s globali role,
that it is key to the city’s global competitive-
ness, and that the global role is critical and a
benefit to the whole city. In fact most of the
husiness conducted in lower Manhattan was
in fact either national or local, and whether its
many ties to the global depend on location in
lower Manhattan is at least guestionable. The
frequent repetition of the undoubted impor-
tance of global competitiveness for the city
must not be allowed to obscure the fact that
serving the interests of those benefiting from
global competitiveness, including real estate
developers and financial interests in the finan-
cial district, may or may not be of benefit to
the majority who are involved in the more
local aspects of the economy.

Peter Marcuse is a Professor of plan-
ning ab Columbia University in New
York City
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ACSP Recap:

The PN reception was the liveliest event at
the annual  conference  of  the ACSP
(Association  of  Collegiate  Schools  of
Planning) in Cleveland, OH last November
(2001,

Besides the fun and good networking, PN’ers
Ruth Yabes and Ann Forsyth exhorted plan-
ning educators and students to help sustain
PN’s efforts by joining PN, representing PN at
their campuses, inviting PN speakers, using
the PN Reader in classes and starting progres-
sive planning initiatives. We signed up about
thirty new and renewing members. PN'ers
Peter Marcuse and Tom Angotti spoke at ses-
sions organized by ACSP in response to
September 11, but turnout was very light and
our proposal that ACSP issue a statement went
nowhere.

The Planners Network Steering Committee
met during ACSP and covered the following
topics:

1D A budget and fundraising proposal from
fundraiser Bonnie Brower was discussed. We
decided to talk with her abowt preparing a
funding proposal. Funds will cover costs of
maintaining and improving the PN web site,

2y Support for the transition of the PN publi-
cation from a bi-monthly newsletter to a forty-
eight page quarterly magazine.

3y The 2002 PN conference in Amherst.
Details for getting involved are on the next
page of this issue.

4 A PN rwrack at the ACSA (Association of
Collegiate Schools of Architecture) confer-
ence in Havana, Cuba in June 2002. This is
heing coordinated by Richard Milgrom.

3y The new PN brochure designed by
Fernando Marti, is ready for printing.

G) Follow up on the letter sent by Gwen Urey
on behalf of the PN Steering Committee to
chairs of all the graduate urban planning pro-
grams asking for a faculty and student repre-
sentative to PN, Fernando Marti will keep
track of the representatives and help coordi-
nate contacts with other Steering Committee
members.

7y Tom Angotti reported on the successful PN
forum held Nov 2, 2001 in New York City
about planning after September 11, Over 200
people  attended  the event, entitled
“September 11 Who Will Plan, What Will It
Be?”
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+ Local economic development
« Communityfuniversity parinerships

» Role of the arts i revitalization

» Environmental racism
« Transportation alternatives

2002 Planners Network National Conference

Commmunity-Based Planning for Urban Revitalization:
Opporturities and Challenges

June 13-16, 2002 at Hampshire College
Ambherst, MA

Come to Massachusetts” Pioneer Valley where diverse geographical locales - inciuding rural
communities, postindustrial urban centers and cultural arts villages — are working together
with academic institutions to create a viable region.

Proposed Workshop Tracks:

» Participatory neighborhood planning

» Documentation and historic preservaton

Individuals interested in organizing a workshop session or in giving « paper should contact;
Mary Bombardier, Director
Commmunity Partnerships for Social Change
Hampshire College, 893 West Street
Amberst, MA 01002
413-559-5395 or mhombardicr@ hampshire.edu.

Visit the Planners Network Website (www.plannersnetwork.org) in early Macch o review the Preliminary
Conference Program and secure information regarding Conference Registration and Housing.

+ Affordable housing

« Youihi-led planning initiatives
e Urban design

+ Sustainable development

« Urban agriculture

« Surviving welfare reform

» More..,

Full page $250
Half page $175
1/4 page $75

1/8 page $40

PLAce Your AD IN PN

------- R R I I I N R RN

Send file via email to <pn@pratt.edu>,
or mail camera-ready copy to: Hunter
College Department of Urban Planning,
635 Park Ave., NY, NY 16021, Deadlines
are January 1, April 1, July 1 and
October 1.

Goldsmith cont from page 350 suade the rest of us
that free, unrestrained markets must be the
way of the future. Thev oppose regulation,
public intervention, unions, community
organizations and any other obstacle that
might interfere with the free flow of the mar-
ket Except, of course, that they set their own
salarics and benefits in a very non-market
wiy, in secret, out of reach of any competi-
tion, and they fiercely guard the monopoly
that serves them so well. On April Fool’s Day
in 2001, the New York Times printed a special
report on Executive Pay, with a two-page table
showing the earnings and accumulated
wealth of the top executives of 200 corpora-
tons. The awverdge compensation for these
men (and a few women) is $3.9 million a year
(the median 15 $2.6 million). Their average
accumulated equity is $70 million (the medi-
an s 3524 million). These executives made
money last year even though the values of
their corporations declined. (Measured by

one-yaar stock performance, eighty-one firms
declined in value, forty-one percent of then)!
These CEOs direct their corporations to pay
crummy, marginal wages at the bottom end,
they downsize, they buy in ¢heap labor mar-
kets overseas, they outsource to fight unions
and they resist paying taxes for needed urban
services. T'd blame #hemm for mmuch of the
urban poverty!

Not much left to say. Look again at the myths.
Add some of your own to the list! 1t is high
time we figure out how to counter these
myihs, how to organize against thent, how to
fight to get some of the tilt out of that playing
field,

Willicorm W Goldsmith is Professor of City and

Regional Planning at Cornell University

Thanks to Alex Hart for research assistarce
and preparation of the ilustrations.
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Publications

Affordable Howusing and Smart Growth:
Making the Connection, from the Smart
Growth Network and National Neighborhood
Coalition, identifies policies and approaches
that help achieve both smart growth and
affordable housing objectives and provides
case studies of places that have benefited
from linking these two goals. Available at
www.smartgrowth.org/library/article. asprres
ource=244.

Charlotte's Equity Loan Program. A Model
Jor Inner City Redevelopment, from the
Sustainable Development Initiative Self Help
Credit Union/Ventures Fund, analyzes how the
City of Charlotte was able to invest $4 million
in 123 inner-city companies and leverage an
additional $20 million in private capital since
1992, Included is an examination of how
other municipalities might replicate the pro-
gram’s success. Available at: wwwself
help.org/communityimpact/sustainabledevel
opment.asp.

Colorlines Special Edition: War on Ierrorisn
Profiled & Punished, from the Applied
Research Center. Available in part online at:
www.arc.org/C_Lines/CLArchive/CL2001_12.
Litml#issue.

Creating o Local Greenprint for Growth, an
in-progress report from the Trust for Public
Land, has a new chapter that discusses the
maost common voluntary and regulatory tools
and funding sources that can be used to pre-
serve and protect existing open space.
Available online at:

www. tpl.org/tier3d _cd.cfm?con
tent_item_id=3819&folder_id=1245.

Development Subsidies in New York Cily: A

Research Manual for Activists, from Good
Jobs First New York, is a resource for commu-
nity organizers, workplace activists and con-
cerned citizens interested in how public
money has been used by the City of New York
for economic development. Available at:
www.good jobsfirst.org/giny/resman. htm,

Jail  Breaks: Fconomic  Development

Subsidies Given to Private Prisons, {rom
Good Jobs First studies sixty prisons having at
feast 500 beds cach and located across nine-
teen states—in sum making up more than
one-half the private-prison market—{inding
that seventy-three percent have received sub-
sidies. Avaitable at:

www.goodjobs first.org/jbstudy.htm.

Last Chance Landscapes of America the
Beautiful 2001, from Scenic America, lists the
tenn most endangered American landscapes,
“places of beauty or distinctive community
character with a pending threat and a poten-
tial  solution” Available atz  wwwsce
nic.org/2001icl/index. html.

Planning for Al New Yorkers: Briefing Book
of Commumity-Based Plans, a project of the
Community-Based Planning Task Force and
the Municipal Art Society Planning Center,
contains summaries of New York City’s com-
munity-based plans, complete with maps,
graphics and contact information for commu-
nity organizations. Available at:
www.nas. org/briefingcontents_files/briefing
contents.htm.

Smart Growth Hall of Fame, from the
Colorado Sprawl Action Center, recognizes ten
developments and planning decisions in
Colorado that exhibit good growth manage-
ment and smart growth principles. Available
at www.sprawlaction.org.

Sutburbs and the Census: Patterns of Growth
cried Decline, from the Center on Urban and
Metropolitan  Policy at  the  Brookings
Institution, examines suburban population
growth and decline in nearly 2,600 suburban
places in thirty-five metropolitan areas during
the 1990s, illustrating that the suburbs, though
often spoken of as a homogenous group, are
highly diverse. Available at:
brook.edu/es/urban/census/lucyexsumihem.

The Urban Change Project, a multidisciplinary
study from the Manpower Demonstration
Research Corporation that is examining how
changes made in 1996 to welfare policy are
plaving out in four urban counties (Cuyahoga
[Cleveland], Los Angeles, Miami-Dade and
Phifadelphia), offers several new reports.’litles

include: Is Work Enough?: The Experiences of

Curvent and Former Welfare Mothers Who
Work, The Health of Poor Urban Women:
Findings from the Project on Devolution dnd
Urban Change and Monitoring Ouicontes for
Cuyahoga Cornty’s Welfare Leavers: How Are
They Faring? Available at:
www.mdrc.org/WelfareReform/UrbanChange
page.htm.

Interplay Design of Vacaville, California works
with local groups to build parks and play-
grounds with volunteer labor and donated
materials. More information available at
www.interplaydesign.com

Jobs

California

The Asian Pacific Environmenial Nelwork
sccks a  Cantonese-speaking  Community
Organizer to assist in launching & developing
a4 new organizing project to take on issues
impacting immigrant and refugee communi-
tics and 1o work with other progressive organ-
izations to build power and make change.
Sakiry: $28-%1K. For more information call
510.834.8920 or emuail; apen@apendej.org.

District of Colunlyia

Citizens for Tax fustice and (he Institute on
Taxation and Heononric Policy, as part of the
Everett Public Service Internship Program,
seek interns for 2002 summeoer intern session.
Information: www.ctj.org/huimlfobmena.htm
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Hiinois

The Jobn D and Catherine T MacArthur
Foundation seeks a Program Assistant for the
Conservation and Sustainable Development
Area of the Program on Global Security and
Sustainability. For complete job description:
www macfound org/announcedobs/l_2 2002 bl

Marvland

Association for the Study and Developnient
of Comprmpertity, which works to develop the
health, economic equity & social justice of
communities, seeks a  Senior Research
Associate to manage projects, provide techni-
cal assistance, implement rescarch activities
and develop new projects. Candidate should
have three plus years experience in the imple-
mentation, technical support or evaluation of
community or systems change projects, MA or
Phd, and interest in community development,
youth development, violence prevention &
other social issues. For more information con-
tuct asdce@capablecommunity.com.

The Enterprise Foundation seeks a Director
to take responsibility for publicity, outreach
and recruitment, selection and orientation of
feHows, program management, the annual
symposium and partnership agreements all
related to the Frederick P Rose Architectural
Fellowship Program. Candidate should have
ten plus yvears of related experience and a
graduate degree in business administration,
real estate, cconomics or urban planning. For
complete job description visit: www.cnter-
priscfoundation.org.

Michigan

The WK Kellogg Foundation seeks a Program
Director for  Greater  Baitle  Creek
Programming to take responsibility for leader-
ship and vision in program conceptualization,
design, planning, management, coordination,
communication, evaluation and Iearning.
Candidate should have MA, ten plus vears
experience in community development and a
generalist background combined with knowl-
edge of program design and evaluation. For
more specific information visit: www.wkkforg.

Pennsylvania
The Willicrn Penn Foundation, which pro-
motes understanding of and action on =
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important issues facing the Philadelphia
Region, seeks a Program Associate in its
Environment & Communities program area.
For complete job description visit: www.wpen-
nfdn.org/newsroom/job.asp

Virginia

The Association for Enterprise Opportunily
seeks a Program Manager to assist in the daily
management of several initiatives by facilitat-
ing communication among project partners
and AEO, managing project budgets, identify-
ing best practices and needed improvements
and developing reports. Candidates should
have two plus years of direct microenterprise
practitioner experience in both rural and
urban programs. Salary: $30-44K. For a com-
plete job description visit: www.microenter-
priseworks.org/employ ment/.

Washington
The School of Urban Studies and Planning at

Portland  State  University seeks an
Assistant/Associate Professor in Community
Development to start September 16, 2002.
Review of applications begins February 1. For
a  complete job  description  visit:
www.hre.pdx.edu/jobs/ujobs/USP 001.htm.

Weber + Thompson, a multidisciplinary, col-
laborative design firm, seeks an Urban
Designer / Architect for projects based on tra-
ditional architecture and town planning prin-
ciples.A degree in Urban Planning, AICP, and
five plus years of increasingly responsible
planning experience required. For a complete
job description visit:
www.weberthompson.com/planner.html.

Conferences

April  13-17, 2002. American Planning
Association’s Annual Conference on the
theme of Chicago: Great City, Great Plans.
Chicago, IL.

April 4-7, 2002. Calibrations: Sizing up
Spaces, Communities, and Selves, from the
Center for Humanities Research at Texas A&M
University in College Station, TX.

May 29-June 1, 2002. National Community
Building Network’s Annual Conference enti-

tled Uniting owr Voices: Community Building
In Action. Seattle, WA.

July 10-12, 2002. International Planning
History Society’s Tenth Annual Conference
built on themes that compare old and new
urbanisms. London, England.

August 26-September 4, 2002 (tentatively).
World Summit on Sustainable Development
(WSSD), a ten year review of progress and set-
backs since the creation of Agenda 21 at the
1992 Earth Summit in Rio. Johannesburg,
South Africa.

January 30-February 3, 2003. The 2003
Community Built Conference will be hosted
by The Community Built Association a profes-
sional organization of architects, playground
designers, gardeners, and community artists
who specialize in community built projects.
Gulf Shores, Alabama. More information at
www.communitybuilt.com

Training

The Planners’ Professional Development
Institute in Carrollton, GA offers multi-track
(one track in Leadership Skills and another in
Management Skills) planning leadership and
management curriculum designed specifically
to offer practical and applied on-the-job skills
to planners. Planners completing courses in
both tracks will receive certification as a
Certified Planning Manager. For more informa-
tion on the Institute visit: www.ppdi.org.

The Department of Urban and Regional
Planning at the University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign  offers  Continuing
Education courses in Urban Planning. Visit
www.urban.uiuc.edu/ce for a course list and
program specifics.

Clark University’s (Worcester, MA) master’s
program in Community Development and
Planning prepares individuals to take on the
challenge of empowering local communities
to develop effective strategies for identifying
community goals and maximizing their assets
to achieve these goals. Visit
www.clarku.edu/departments/idce for more
information.
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New Publications

Just Doing It: Popular Collective Action in the
Americas. Editors Gene Desfor, Deborah
Barndt and Barbara Rahder. Montreal: Black
Rose Books, 2001.

Massive protests have disrupted global sum-
mit meetings from Seattle to Quebec City and
from Gothernburg to Genoa. These demon-
strations let the world know that resistance to
globalization remains strong and vibrant. Not
as clearly heard, though, are accounts of local
communities organizing popular collective
actions to resist those same institutions
and policies of globalization. With stories from
four countries - Mexico, Guatemala, the
United States and Canada - the narratives in
this volume tell of peoples’ collective strug-
gles for environmental, economic and social
justice. Contributors: Emilie K. Adin, Emily
Chan, Sheelagh Davis, Sarah Koch-Schulte, W.
Alexander Long, Egla Martinez-Salazar, Cindy
McCulligh and Galit Wolfensohn.

PN member Leonie Sandercock states: “These
poignant and inspiring stories of communities
taking action and successfully resisting the
corporate agenda...eloquently told...reveal the
strength and creativity of people living on the
margins, from Santiago Atitlan in Guatemala to
Vancouver Canada.”

Sharing the Wealth: Resident Ownership
Mechanisms, a 168-page report released by
PolicyLink and co-funded by the Fannie Mae
Foundation and U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD). September 6,
2001.

Sharing the Wealth offers economic strategies
to move distressed neighborhoods beyond the
cycle of revitalization, gentrification and dis-

N UPDATES

placement. These strategies look beyond the
traditional asset building strategies of single
family homeownership and individually-
owned small businesses and offer solutions
for building collaborative, community-build-
ing approaches to economic development.
The report also offers twenty economic mod-
els of innovative activity in urban and rural
areas around the United States.

Stacey H. Davis, President and CEO of the
Fannie Mae Foundation states: “The
PolicyLink report offers an excellent starting
point for a national dialogue about ways to
expand economic opportunities, including
ownership options, to residents of low-
income communities...We look forward to
continuing to explore ways in which lower-
income houscholds can more effectively
become owners of the engines of economic
opportunity and prosperity”

For more information on the Fannie Mae
Foundation, please visit www.fanniemaefoun-
dation.org. And for more information on
PolicyLink, visit www.policylink.org.

Updates

Updeate from PN member Chester Hartman:

A complimentary copy of the Jan./Feb. issue
of Poverty & Race (the bimonthly newsletter
journal from Chester Hartman’s Poverty &
Race Research Action Council) was supposed
to go out to everyone on the PN mailing list. It
features a “Post Durban” symposium with
reflections, by 12 attendees, on the implica-
tions of the UN race conference (and
September 11) for race issues in the US.
Because an insufficient number of copies
were printed, only a portion of the PN list
received the issue. If you didn’t get this

issue of Poverty & Race and would like a &
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copy, contact PRRAC (chartman@prrac.org;
202/387-9887; 3000 Conn. Ave. NW, 200,
Wash., DC 20008).

Updette front PN member Chris Tilly:

I recently published two books, both part of
the Multi-City Study of Urban Inequality,
which conducted surveys of households and
employers in the Atlanta, Boston, Detroit and
Los Angeles metropolitan areas. With Philip
Moss, T co-anthored Stories Employers Tell:
Race, Skill, and Hiring in America. Alice
O'Connor, Lawrence Bobo, and 1 co-edited
Urban Inequality: Evidence from Four Cities.
Both books were published by the Russell
Sage Foundation (www.russellsage.org).

In addition, I've continued to do policy-related
work, Colleagues Robert Forrant, Philip Moss
and 1 wrote Knowledge Sector Powerhouse:
The Reshaping of Massachusetts Indistries
and Employment During the 1980s and
1990s for the Massachusetts Department of
Economic Development (available on the
departmental web site at:
www. UML.edu/Dept/RESD). PNers may also
be interested in my analysis of living wage
ordinances in the September issue of Dolietrs
and Sense (www.dollarsandsense.org).

I'm very excited about our new Master's pro-
gram in  the Economic and  Social
Development of Regions at the University of
Massachusetts-Lowell. We've got an interesting
mix of students—domestic and international;
practitioners, activists and traditional stu-
dents. (On our web site, listed above, you can
find a link to a recent graduate’s report ana-
lyzing the impact of globalization and free
trade in Massachusetts, Coming ro a fown
Near You: The Impact of Globalization in
Massachusetis.y We are still growing and look-
ing for more students—please pass the word
to students or to faculty who may have inter-
ested students.

Update from PN member Deb Cowen on
Planning Action:

Planning Action has been meeting monihly
since the summer of 2001, working to build an
organization that will actively promote social
and environmental justice in and through

planning practice in Toronto. The group
recently adopted the following mission state-
ment, and is working with the following pro-
posed objectives.

Mission:

Planning Action, a group of activists and pro-
fessionals, works with diverse communities of
Toronto struggling against economic, cultural
and ecological injustice to open spaces for
people to imagine, transform and enjoy the
city.

Objectives:

) To proactively, and collaboratively promote
access to affordable housing, [ood, public
transportation, public space and recreation for
ALL residents of the city.

2) To democratize planning process and prac-
tice to foster greater participation in, and con-
trol over, the creation and maintenance of an
cnvironmentally and socially just city.

3) To build an organization that is committed
to radically democratic, socially and environ-
mentally just practices within its own opera-
tion, in its parinerships and collaborations, as
well as in the city.

Planning Action will work to achieve these
goals through popular education and out-
reach, critical projects and planning case-
work. The group is currently working on artic-
ulating its organizational structure, ratifying
by-laws and surveying existing social service
agencies in the city. For more information
about the group, or to help out, please con-
tact: Douglas Young <dgyoung@istar.ca>, or
Hon Lu <hqlu98@yahoo.com>,

Letters

Congrats for another great issue, especially for
including a Spanish article. I'm just wonder-
ing if an abstract in English or a translation
wouldn't be possible? Also T really like that
more articles are now contiguous, not requir-
ing leafing to the back or trying to remember
the beginning when you reach the back page
by page.

Reggic Modlich
(Women And Envirornments Internationeal
Magazine)

JOIN PLANNERS NETWORK

IFor over 25 years, Planners Network has been
a voice for progressive professionals and
aclivists concerned with urban planning and
social justice. PN membars in 38 slates of the
U8, and 16 other counlries receive 1his
himonthly pubication, network ontine wilhy PN-
NET, and take part in (he annoal conlarence,
PN also gives progressive ideas o voice in the
mrnstrean planning profession by organizing
sessions al anndgal conferences of he American
Mannding Associalion and American Collegiale
Sehools ol Planning.

The PN Conference has been held annually
each spring since 1994. These gatherings com-
bine speakers and workshops with exchanges
involving focal communities. PN conferences
engage in discussions that help inform political
strategies af the local, national, and internationat
levels. Recent conferences have been held in
Washington DC, East 8. Louis IL, Brooklyn NY,
Pomona CA., Lowell. MA, Toronto, Canada, and
Rochester, NY.

Join Planners Network and make a difference
while sharing your ideas and enthusiasm with
others!

All members must pay annual dues. The mind-
mum duegs for Planners Network membars are
as follows:

$25  Students and income under $25,000

$35 Income between $25,000 and
£50,000

$50 tncome over $50,000, organizatiom:
and libraries

$100 Sustaining Members - il you camn
over $50,000, won't you cangidin
helping at this lovel?

Canadian members: Sec column to vight.

Dues are deductalsde 10 he axlon
permitled by law

PN MEMBERS IN CANADA

R N Y Y Y YT TN

Membership fees by Canadian members may be paid in Canadian funds:

$40 for students, unemployed, and those with incomes <$40,000
$55 for those with incomes between $40,006 and 80,000

$75 for those with incomes over $80,0G0

$150 for sustaining members

Make cheques in Canadian funds payable to: "Planners Network™ and send
with membership form to:

Barbara Rahder, Faculty of Environmental Studies
York University
Toronto, Ontario M3J 1P3

if interested in joining the PN Toronto listserv, include your email address with
payment or send a message {o Barbara Rahder at <rahder@yorku.ca>.

PLANNERS NETWORK ON LINE

The PN WEB SITE is at:
www.plannersnetwork.org

The PN LISTSERV:

I'SNCmaintains an on-line mailing list for members to post and respond to queries,
list joby postings, CONferenee ANOUnNCerents, ¢ic.

Ao join, send an email message to mgjordomo@list. pratt.edu with “subscribe pn-
net” Gwithout the quotes) in the body of the message (oot the subject line). You'll
Do sent instructions on how to use the list,

PN ADVERTISING RATES: Send file via email 1o

Full page $250 <pnipratt.edu>, or mail camera-
Hall page $175 veady copy, by January 1, April 1,
54 page 875 July 1 and October 1.

[/8 puagpe 340

L1 Yes! v pinmoes ~
OF e Lwansit o goim progressive planners and work towards fundamental change.

™ rrma FCnewing il

My contribsuticn i= §

My credit cied 1y

_Amex_

Keep the faith!

i . Make checks payable 1o PLANNERS NETWORK.
Vi MO
Bilking mddiess G different from below)

~ Card No.

Exp.date

Mail This Form To:
Planners Network

379 DeRKalb Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11205

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERS: Please send

U.S. funds as we are unable 1o accept payment
i another currency. Thanlks.




In This Issue

150th Issue
with new look

and 48 pages

Special Section on
Planning and Youth

History of PN

Smart Growth?

Planners’ Reactions
to September 11

Your Last Issue?

Please check the date on your mailing
label. If it is JULY 1, 2000 or earlier this
will be your last issue unless we receive

your annual dues RIGHT AWAY! See page
47 for minimum dues amounts.

And while you're at it send us an UPDATE
on what you'’re doing.

MOVING?

Please send us your new address.
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