








Video Screenings

9:00 - 10:30 p.m. Squatters: The Other Philadelphia Story (1984.27 min.) Auditorium
An award-winning documentary about homeless of Philadelphia who squat in abandoned houses and their compelling quest for a new hous·
iog policy. The film "juxtaposes a fast moving account of the squatters' movement with a sober. concise analysis of the urban crisis."

Holding Ground (1996, 58 min.)
A powerful depiction of a vibrant ethnic community's struggle to revitalize dilapidated Dudley Street in Boston. Emphasizes community
paniciparion and youth involvement. With its "cumulative human power. -. Holding Ground "teaches some unique lessons in bottom-up.
people-oriented politics,"

9:00 - II :00 p.m. Delivered Vacant (1992, 118 min.) Auditorium
About gentrification of Hoboken. "Eight years in the making, the film depicts in poignant detail the massive displacement of elderly SRO
residents and other poor and minority families."
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9:00 - 10:45 a.m. Troublemakers (1966, 60 min.) Screening room B
About urban rebellion in Newark in the 196Os. The film "portrays the effons of fonner students from SDS. including Tom Hayden, to orga­
nize people in the black community of Newark. New Jersey to work for social change."

(Discussion panel with director will follow)

11 :00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Made in Brooklyn (1992, 55 min.) Screening room A
About the significance of manufacturing as a critical part of Brooklyn's economy. Jane Jacobs: "This is the most lucid explanation I've
seen of Amenca's self-crippling and the direction to take to overcome it.'·

(Discussion panel with director wlil follow)

2:30 - 3:30 p.m. Bordersville (1979, 30 min.) Screening room A
A powerful depiction of a poor. African-American inner-ciry area completely neglected by the city of Houston. 'The film was used as an
organizing tool by the community to bring its case directly to the public ... Less than two months after the initial showing of Bordersville,
the communicy was a\..'arded a water contract by the city of Houston."

3:30 - 4:00 p.m. The Global Assembly Line (1986, 32 min.) Screening room B
''The film follows ... the lives of working women and men in the 'free trade lones' of developing countries, as manufacturing industries
close their labor-intensive operations in the U.S. to s~arch the globe for lower-wage workforces'-'

4:00 - 6:30 p.m. Building Hope (1994, 57 min.) Auditorium
About community development corporations in the li.S., the legacy of the civil rights movement and the importance of community activism
in impoverished neighborhoods. Gives a historical background and emphasizes accomplishments ofCDCs in low-income African­
American neighborhoods.

A Practical Man (1995,46 min.)
Portrays Ted Watkins of Watts Labor Communiry Action Comminee in South Central Los Angeles. About a powerful African-American
leader and his struggle to rebuild a troubled community.

(Discussion panel with directors willfollowl

For listings of discussion panelists, see workshop listings.
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Mel King
A biographical sketch compiled by Marie Kennedy. March 1996

Par decades. Mel King has been one of the two or three most important progressive community leaders in Boston. A lifelong resi­
dent of the multi-ethnic. multi-racial South End neighborilOod of Boston. he has consistently fought for the rights of all peoples;

in his championship of gay and women's rights. he was well ahead of most progressives. An African-American who grew up in a
strong union family, Mel has defended workers' rights. while lighting racism in unions. A leader is local struggles, especially for
community control of education. land and economic developmem. Mel has also been an outspoken imemationalis!. Mel has worked
in public and community affairs in many arenas. In the 1950's and 1960's. he worked as a community and youth organizer on street
comers and as a public school teacher. Through United South End Settlements, he designed and directed a number of youth pr0­

grams and was an organizer with Community Assembly for a Unified South End (CAUSE), a pathbreaking organization that cham­
pioned community control of urban renewal. Mel was the executive director of the Urban league of Greater Boston in the explosive
late '60's and early '70's. During this time, he launched the Community Fellows Program; through this program, which he has
directed since 1976, hundreds of activists and leaders of color from throughout the United States have been ahle to spend a year of
study, reflection and research at MIT's Department of Urban Studies and Planning. As an elected representative to the Massadtuseas
legislature from 1973 to 1983. he was a partiCUlarly effective consensus builder, crafting sometimes unlikely coalitions to pass a
wide range of progressive legislation which he initiated. Running for mayor of Boston in J979 and 1983, Mel created the Rainbow
Coalition. In 1983, he became the first African-American ever to win a Boston mayoral primary and be a finalist in the race.
Although his bid to be mayor was ultimately unsuccessful. his campaign united Boston across racial-ethnic barriers in a way that has
profoundly and positively effected the community development movement in the city ever since. Further. the coalition idea took root
and became the model for the National Rainbow Coalition. As a teacher in MIT's Department of Urban Studies and Planning, Mel
has spearheaded the movement toward community developmem through community empowermentlUld has been a particularly pow­
erful advocate for students of color. Throughout all these years, Mel has been a community leader always on call to movements for
progressive social change. His home, which he and his wife Joyce King open for brunch every Sunday, has been a gathering plac:e
for progressives, both local and internatiooal, to exchange ideas and develop coalitions. You haven't tasted all that Bostoo's commu­
nity movement has to offer until you've sampled Mel's Sunday fishfry';'

Some additional specific accomplishments:

o Mel's early work with youth developed cooperatinn between Pueno Rican. African-American and white young people.

o Mel played a leadership role developing strategies and tactics in the struggle to win control over the urban renewal plan in Boston's
South End. He led the charge to take over the Redevelopment Authority's site office and to block cars from a parlcing lot that had
replaced the homes of 100 low-income families. Response to the arrests of Mel and other organizers triggered "Tent City" •• the
encampment which for 20 years became the rallying cry of Boston's struggle for land control. Mel deserves much of the credit for
winning the right to have an elected citizen committee with veto power. The South End Project Area Committee, a first in the
country, became a model for citizen groups in many cities trying to cootrol urban renewal.

o During his term as a Massachusetts state legislator. Mel successfully led the effort to end the state's business dealings with
Apartheid South Africa. On the home front, he drafted agricultural legislation that benefited community gardeners and commercial
farmers alike and he authored the l~ws creating Massachusetts' pioneeting community development finance system which set up
the Community Development Finance Corporation and related institutions.

o Mel was a founder of the Boston Jobs Coalition, which drafted the since-enacted Boston Jobs Ordinance, specifying that construc­
tion jobs with City funding must hire a minimum percentage of local workers, people of color, and women.

o Mel has brought local attention and support to many liberation struggles around the world; his leadership in the anti-apartheid
movement and in support of Cuba is widely recognized.

o A list of alums of the Community Fellows Program reads like a major portion of the "who's who" of progressive community orga­
nizing and development from across the country. Through this program, Mel's influence has been felt nationwide.

o Mel has written and lectured widely. to lay, academic and professional audiences throughout the country and internationally.
Academics and professionals as well as community organizers have leanned from Mel's book Chain of Change: Struggles for
Black Community Development; it is one of South End Press' best-selling titles. He is also co-author of Liberating Theory and co­
editor of From Access to Power: Black Politics in Boston.

• Mel serves on the boards of Oxfam America, The Committee for Boston Public Housing, the Burgess Urban Fund of the Episcopal
Diocese. and The Other Economic Summit, amongst others.
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